Ifeach us had a different kind of sense perception — if we could only
perceive things now as a bird, now as a worm, now as a plant, or if
one of us saw a stimulus as red, another as blue, while a third even
heard the same stimulus as a sound — then no one would speak of
such a regularity of nature, rather, nature would be grasped only as
a creation which is subjective in the highest degree. After all, what
is a law of nature as such for us? We are not acquainted with it in
itself, but only with its effects, which means in its relation to other
laws of nature — which, in turn, are known to us only as sums of
relations. Therefore all these relations always refer again to others
and are thoroughly incomprehensible to us in their essence.

Nietzschean psychology attacks many orthodox ideas about
what human beings are, ideas that have become deeply embed-
ded in the common sense of capitalist culture. It attacks the core
enlightenment idea that we are, by nature, rational subjects.
More basically still, it attacks the very idea of any fixed human
nature.

Nietzschean psychology says: we are bodies, not detached
minds. And we have multiple, diverse and often conflicting, val-
ues and desires, which are continually open to change. To the
limited extent that we are rational or responsible individuals,
this is because we have been made this way by specific processes
of education and training. Even as some of these ideas have been
absorbed by theories such as Freud’s, Nietzsche’s psychology is
still a radical challenge. It opens up ways of thinking that can be
powerful for projects of anarchy.
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