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INTRODUCTIONTO THE ENGLISH EDITION

As soon as | finished readiglios Prisionin the Italian
edition published iugust 2008 | felt the ge to translate
it. It is one of those books that you do not want to finvshu
cannotget it out of your head, you want to delve deeper and
deeper into it.

This book talks about freedom, thegent need for free-
dom and the impossibility of living without ithis book says
that freedom must be taken back at all costs and that is ex-
actly what the protagonists Afliés Prisién Spanish prison-
ers under the infamous FIES regime, did: they took back their
freedom using all means necessahallenging the impossi-
ble, ready to kill for it if necessaryhere is no room for
political correctness or abstract morals concerning human life
here: if the screws keep you locked up and your life, even in
its most banal and insignificant aspects, is at the mercy of
their caprice, violence and stupidityour only choice is to
eliminate them if they put themselves between you and your
freedom.

The protagonists of this book are not passive subjects of
the prison system, on the contrary they are well aware of the
fact that prison is the absolute negation of human dighkdgty
FIES prisoners they are experiencing directly how human
beings will never adapt to life in prison, and their most im-
pelling need is to escape in order to put an end to a situation
that is unendurable.

The FIES Ficheros de Internos de Especial Seguimento
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(record of prisoners under special observation) was inaugu-
rated by the Spanish prison system in 1991 in order to fur
ther punish and control prisoners who had been carrying out
revolts in the Spanish jails over the previous decalles.
amnesties were granted following the dictator Fradeath,

one in 1976 and one in 1977, but they were systematically
denied to a laye number of prisoners, the ‘sociatisoners,
whereas many of those declared or considered ‘political’ were
released. It was then that revolts started breaking out con-
tinuously not only for the amnesty to be extended to all pris-
oners but also against the unbearable conditions inside the
jails (torture, beatings, overcrowding, rotten food, no medi-
cal attention for prisonersfatted by medical conditions,
and so on). Prison infrastructures were smashed and de-
stroyed as a result of the frequent riots that occurred in most
Spanish prisons in the years following FrasodéathThe

FIES was created with the precise aim of keeping a record
of the most rebellious prisoners of those years. Howdéver
was not just an archive for gathering information about hot-
headed prisoners: along with its inauguration special wings
were being built inside prisons all over Spain to hold those
considered particularly dangerous by the prison system. In
the special wings the cells were tinlge walls were com-
pletely bare, the toilet was a hole in the flatie bed was
made of iron, and it was impossible to see out through the
barred windowPrisoners spent days, months, years locked
up in these dungeons and were allowed to keep nothing with
them as their personal possessions were seized on entry to
the wing.The screws were always ready to provoke, search
and beat prisoners, knowing that they could count on total



impunity and the complicity of the prison direction.

In spite of the appalling conditions that the FIES prisoners
endured, they continued to struggle, gaining the support of
comrades and ganizations outside the prisdks the situa-
tion inside the Spanish jails came to be known outside, also
thanks to the sustained action of anti-prison groups, the repu-
tation of the Spanish democratitat® was inevitably com-
promisedAs a result, the FIES no longer exists in name, but
it is now called PRIC Frograma Recuperacion Internos
Conflictivos, Program of recuperation of turbulent prison-
ers). Needless to say the regime has not changed much in
substance. Unfortunatelyegardless of what it is called, it
has brought about good results for the prison institution as
the number of revolts and escapes has decreased censider
ably over the past few years.

In this sense the crude talesAfiés Prisidnare particu-
larly important: not only do they f&r a lurid picture of the
FIES underworld, they also express the fervid determination
of some of its captives to get out no matter what the cost, to
run to freedom without looking back, knowing that escape is
their only possible chance of life.

Another reason for publishing this book in English is to
show once again what we have been repeating over and over:
that the prison system cannot be reformed or made more hu-
mane, but must be destroyed along with the power that justi-
fies its existence.

Barbara &fanelli
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INTRODUCTIONTO THE ITALIAN EDITION

As Adios Prisibnwas to be published in Italian | was asked
to write an introduction, not to the book as such, given that it
speaks for itselfThose who read it can dream of their ‘es-
cape’... from their walls, their worlds, their fearst he goals
that were attained when the book first came out, that is to say
to inform, denounce, make people aware, push them to pro-
test, revolt, escape (not by chance it was forbidden in Span-

ish prisons because it encouraged escape) were all achieved.

Although we didnt imagine that this booklet, made almost
clandestinely by a few fgotten isolated prisoners, would
reach beyond the next cell ... so small was our world.

As it is now to be published in Italfifteen years after it
was written, thirteen after it was first published, we need to
go over those years, which led to dramatic changes at all so-
cial levels.

Prison, a microcosm inserted into our world but that is
denied the possibility to speak, is in its turn the mirror of
these changes, which I'm going to try to talk about.

As concerns our storwhich you will read in this book, |
know that you would like to know what has happened to the
protagonists of these tales, what changes have occurred in
our lives after all these years, in the lives of those prisoners
who had the courage to struggle and revolt against a death
penalty that none of us deserved but that very few of us could
avoid.

The FIES regimeHichero de Internos en Especial
Seguimientprecord of detainees under special surveillance)
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was introduced in 2001 by the Spanish Homic®fand the
Department of Prisons. It is nothing less than a special isola-
tion regime inside some prisons, whose function is to con-
trol, isolate and annihilate the prisoners who tried to revolt
against the inhumanity of imprisonment. Each time a pris-
oner attempted an escape, a revolt broke out in the prison
and guards were taken hostage in order to denounce the ap-
palling conditions the prisoners were condemned to, not so
much by the courts as by the prison institutdnthe time
prisons were full of torturers from Fransdalictatorship, sup-
ported and protected by a number of judges with the same
fascist mentalityThe judges assigned to watch over respect
for the law inside prison, the magistrates whose function was
to control the prison system to ward tfe corruption that
affects miserable people when they gain power over others
(this is exactly what the jailgarisoner relation is), were all
accomplice to the tortur@hey decided to totally isolate re-
bellious prisoners when they realized that by transferring
them arbitrarily and in secret, transporting them as if they
were cattle to be moved to another slaughterhouse, just made
the revolt spread to other prisons (dignity and the awareness
of being individuals accompanied the bodies swollen with
bruises and wounds: it was contagious).

They managed to silence us for a number of years: some-
times only temporarilyuntil we managed to overcome harsh
isolation; other times definitivelyvhen a comrade took his
life in the cell... the latter was the most common situation.

What the FIES prisoners constantly did was to denounce
the endless string of deaths that occurred in the Spanish pris-
ons at the end of the 198@shuge number of ill prisoners,

10



mostly with HIV or hepatitis, and lack of treatment, which
was considered too expensive, led to prisoners dying like dogs.
Many of them, already condemned by illness, would be happy
to die with a bit of dignity in the struggle.

The FIES regime was inaugurated with the intention of
exterminating us, quite an easy job given the approval of the
law, the manipulation of information and the iridience of
a society that only cared about its own surviVale macro-
prisons that were build on a ¢gr scale in the 1990s were
efficient instruments to disperse, isolate and silence us and
at the same time fafred huge economic profits (nowadays at
least one or two macro-prisons are built every yharmost
recent being Puerto Santa Maria Il and Mor&ayious lev-
els of isolation sections, i.e. narrow spaces of total control
inside which three or four prisoners struggled to survive, were
introduced into each new prison.

Barrot was the first to die after he was moved to the FIES
in Valladolid. He hanged himself.

PedroVazquez won an appeal at the constitutional court
and was freed from the FIES regime but that did not last
long, as he was soon back there with us. His sentence was
finally reduced and he was released, but his health condi-
tions were so badhat he died of psoriasis.

As for Carlos, he obtained partial freedom and had the
chance to enjoy his Barcelona before dying of HINat was
not unusual, you needed to be very strong to resist the condi-
tions you had to endure in prisarhose who had any iliness
whatsoever were condemned to death....

1. He had HIV[TN]
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| found the necessary strength to survive my long stays in
the dungeons of democracy without going mad by writing,
studying, painting and exercising.

Tarrio endured more than 20 years in prison but tfartef
got the better of him and he died of a cerebral haemorrhage
in 2005. He published an autobiographical bodkye
hombe, huye whose heartbreaking tales led to various col-
lectives giving him unconditional support so that he was re-
leased and could die a free man.

Redondo is the only one, besides me, who is still alive
after passing through the dungeon of El Dueso. Like the oth-
ers he kept his indomitable will to freedafnyear after the
publication of this book he was wounded in the chest by a
cop’s shotgun while attempting to escape from a police sta-
tion in Gijon.A cop was killed in the incidentwenty-two
years after entering prison following a minor sentence for
theft, he finally left all this misery behind him. I just hope
that all thecruelty he endured wartuin his life and that we,
the other comrades of this stowill also be able to celebrate
his victory

As | write these lines in memory of my comrades I'm still
locked up and | dob’know the date of my release, as the
latter depends on the caprice of those against whom | have
always struggled.

What is certain is that I'm not conquered and | will carry
on on my feet.

Juan José Garfia Rodriguez
March 2008

2. Flee man flee [TN]
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Why am | writing this? well, for this...
for the comrades, for them to see
that it is possible and take courage...

To my brother Carlos

I would like to explain why | decided to write this little
booHlet so that the reader will understand it beffére place
where it was written, El Dueso prison, at the end of 1991,
was crucial We, the six characters of the book, met in the
FIES section which had been inaugurated in July of the same
year and was notorious as the toughest prisgimenin
Spain. I'm not going to tell you in detail what happened dur
ing that period, as that would add to thdidifities in writ-
ing this book. Howeverthe readeshould know that the
Asociacion Po Derechosalong withSalhaketaput a great
deal of pressure on the Basque parliament and other public
bodiesto close down the FIEBeforeit was finally closed
down in 1993.

The tension caused Bychconditionscombined with the
horrors suflered,had an immediate and implacabléeef on
prisoners, most of whom h&dds (four out of the six of this
book). To ward of the alienation of prison, which was par
ticularly hard under the FIES regime, we would talk to each
other about any subject that cam® our headand we did
so at the window (our means of communication). Sometimes
we ended up guing and adding to the tension, but we also
got to know each other intimateBeingcloser to each other
helped us to cope with our situation as prisoners.
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We also did other things, certainly not many: we played
chess (with pieces made out of paper), read a lot of books
and exercised. But one thing we rarely did was wilite
reasorbeing,even if we were finally allowed to have corre-
spondence after many months of total isolation, we had to
hand in our letters and write the destination address at the
top of the pagélhe guards put the letsn an envelope and
sentthemto the Direccion General de Instituciones
Penitenciariasin Madrid, where the letter was checked,
approved and then sent back to the pris¥ith this proce-
dure a letter took months to reach its destinafioidl. it took
the same length of time for us to receive letters from the
outside. Indeed, it was extremelyfiifilt to keep in contact
with the outside.

One day | found an advertisement for a literary contest in
a newspapeApplicants were required to write short stories
and | thought it would be great if each of us had A tigld
the others and everyonexcep Juan and Barrot, was en-
thusiastic. In the end onWazquez and | wrote stories, even
though we didrt' take part in the contestVriting a story
howevergave me confidence in my creative al@ktiwhich
are obviously not literary abilés. It was then that | decided
to write this book.

My project involved all of usWe had beerabelled as
very dangerous people, each of us having committéet-dif
ent kinds of crimebut the one thing that we had in common,
and the reason we had been put in FIES, was that we all
werefuguistas. So why didnt each of us tell the tale of his

3. Head of Penitentiary Institutions. [TN]
4. Escapists. [TN]

14



most spectacular escape? | thought that this was a good way
to get out of our poisonous dull routine, and told my com-
rades about it to see who wanted to join in.

They liked the idea and we started working oi\#.for
the method, it was easy¢tho knows better than its protago-
nists about an event? So EsteW&zquezTarrio and | wrote
down our stories. Redondo ditibecausdarrio’s story con-
cerned an escape that they did togethefor Barrot, he had
trouble writing. So | tried to piece his story together as though
| were a journalist, asking him questions and jotting down
his answers.

When one of us finished his piece of writing, he read it
aloud and | wrote it down because we were not allowed to
pass things from one cell to anothemade a few small cer
rections but basically | did not change the original atghor
vocabulary and style.

Then | had the idea of linking the stories by introducing a
starling as narratorhe fact that there was an external narra-
tor put all of us at the same level. In other words, it made it
impossible talifferentiatethe authdis identity and prevented
him from getting into trouble.

Someone suggested that documents should be added at the
end of the book in support of our stories, whose credibility
might be affected by the presence of the starling narrdtor
put together all the newspaper cuttings we had at our dis-
posal and asked my comrades to give me their legal docu-
ments (court papers, requests of the prosecution, etc.) so that
the truthfulness of our stories could be verified. Only Basrot’

5. Civil Guards, Spanish gendarmerie. [TN]
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documents were missing. His stay at EI Dueso had been un-
bearable for him, and Heanged himself soon after being
transferred to the prison Walladolid. | tried to get his judi-

cial documents from the court and the Guardia GiviElda

but they refused.

As the book was completed and | was moved to Malaga in
order to attend a trial | gave the manuscript to a fri€ai@/la,
who later typed it out. | then made further corrections and
my friend had to type it out again. It was in Picassent prison
that | finally finished the book.

[ would like to point out that the research for and elaboration
of Adiés Prisiorwas my doing but that the book was written
by all of us. Each one did his sharée book is finally being
published, bujust completing it was &uge satisfaction to
each and every one of us.

Juan José Garfia Rodriguez
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THE STARLING
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| LIVE IN A BUILDING with some people. My nestis in a
corner under the eaves against the wall. | know this place
very well because | come here every year to have my chil-
dren. It is quite safe as it overlooks a courtyard which only
birds have access to and I'm not afraid if | sometimes need to
leave my little ones alone.

This year when | reached the nest with my partner to lay
the first eggs of the season | noticed that there were men at
the windows opposite the waht first | was worried about
settling there because it was the first time | had seen people
behind those windows and they were so near | tigel
safe. Looking around me | realized that there had been a few
changes since last ye@here was a kind of mechanical eye
in the wall opposite the windows, which | later heard people
calling ‘the Inquisitot. There was also barbed wire all around
the walls of the courtyard and they had added anotieof
bars on to the windows where the men (six of them)e
housed.

| saw metal plates the same colour as the bars between the
windows and my partner pointed out the enormous spotlights
positioned in every corner of the yakithile | was looking
at all this | heard people speaking loudly and after observing
them closely | noticed something that indicated we could
nestthere safely like every other year: the peaméecould
put no more than their hands through the bars.

The yard was still inhabited by the usual birds: sparrows,
seagulls, and of course ourselves, the starlings. So everything
carried on like the years befarad after sitting othe eggs,

(I had two little ones)ust whenthe people arrived, some-
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thing happenedf it hadn't happened wouldn't have this
story to tell, because as soon as the little ones are born it is
usually a race againsine to find foodThat means that my
partner and | arlying from one place to another from dawn
till dusk to find food for our insatiable creatures. But it was
different this timeTwice a day the people threw all kinds of
food out of the windows. Especially meat and frTiite gulls
fought for the meat shrieking and fighting but they always
left something behind/Ve were the only ones that ate the
fruit. My companion kept the other starlings at bay while |
fed the childrenWe had to defend such an abundant patch.

My days were more relaxed thanks to these people. | could
afford to stay in my nest with nothing to do but watch over
my little ones, singing or clearg my feathers. | washhor
mally interested in what the people at the windows said or
did but, having more free time, | paid more attention and
spent entire afternoons watching and listening. | must say
that what they were saying was very interestitige people
called each other by dérent names, and over time | got to
know who was whoThey also had big numbers painted on
the window Number two was Barrot; number four was Juan,
but they also called him Juanito, Redondo, Pepinillo and
Burbujas; number six was Juanjo and they called him Garfia
or Doctor; number eight was Carlos, Esteve, Carlitos or
Simpson; ten was Xos@arrio, Che-Che, or NormaAnd
twelve was Pedrd/dzquez or Cansado. In order not to get
confused, | identified each of them by the number on their
window...

They didnt seem to have much to do given that they stood
at the window for hours, talking, laughing and shouting. |
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didn't normally pay much attention to their chatter but some-
times they told stories that fascinated me. One afternoon,
while they were all chattering and explainingtee another
why they were there, number four proposed that they each
tell the story of their latest escape, one by dhat was how

| came to know about some of their prodigious adventures,
which | am going to relate here in turn, just as | heard them.
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A ROPEAND A MOTORBIKE
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| THINK WE SHOULD go in chronological ordedont
you?—said number six—So, Pedro, you start, your story hap-
pened firstAnd try to give as many details as possible.

So number twelve started talking.

Theres not much to say about my last escape, which was
from a hospital: | just ran bas soon as | was taken there.
The one before that, which was long ago, was also from a
hospital and is much more interesting. It was in 1981 at
Basurto hospital in Bilbao. | had been on remand for bank
robbery since February and in July the judge still hadigr
cided about my case. So | decided to escape. | talked to my
girlfriend, Romi, and asked her to get in touch with Cristobal
and Popeye for help, a couple of friends I'd done some rob-
beries with. My plan was that | would find the way to be
taken to hospital and my friends would come over and get
me out of there, holding the two or three escort guards at
gunpoint. My friends agreed and we studied a plan. | started
a hunger strike and fifteen days later the prison doctor or
dered that | be taken to hospital to be examined. | called Romi
as soon as | arrived and she came to visit me right.ssveey
told me everything was all right and that my friends would
be coming to get me.

Next morning a nurse tried to brainwash me and insisted
that if | didn't want to eat, at least | had to have some water
with glucose. ‘All right,’l said ‘but that all.’

After a while | saw my mate Cristobal go past, he was
very paleThe door of my room was open all day and | could
see everything and, of course, everybody could see me. In
the afternoon my girlfriend came back and said that my friends
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had been there in the morning determined to get me out, but
theygot cold feeht the last minute. | was flaming m&dhen

| calmed down | told her to tell my friends to try again and
not be scared. But next day Romi let me know that they were
too scared to go into action.

They kept me in hospital for five days then disgear
me. | obstinately carried on my hunger strike and was taken
back to the same hospital, to afeliént ward. | complained
about my kidney and they started doing tests and x-rays.

The toilet was outside the room and when | went | had to
be escorted by two policemen. | noticed that the toilet win-
dow was nailed shul\lso, | had to leave the toilet door half
open so they could see at least one of my W&fp&n | was in
the room | had one wrist handéed to the bed and if the cop
on duty was a real bastard he would hanidbath, like a
crucifix. This is the level of control they had over me. I tried
to behave like a good boyisits were the same as for the
other patients, and the cops didgive too much trouble.
My parents and my girlfriend visited me every day from half
past four till half sevenMy girlfriend already knew what
was going on. | told her about the window so that she could
tell José, a friend of mine—who was shot dead with a shot-
gun some time later—so that he would come with her
wanted him to hide in the middle toilet (there were three),
take the screws out of the window frame and cut them with
pincers.That way | would be able to shut the window again
without actually locking it, making it look as if it was locked
by putting the screws back in the holes. My chick under
stood itperfectly and the next day they did as planiiéey
also left a ten-metre long cord on the outside window sill. José
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was to wait at home for my call, ready to come over with his
motocrosike.

Some cops were more trusting than others. One day there
was a cop who did something amazing. He had been on watch
the day before and liked my parents and the story between
my girlfriend and me. Suddenly he said, ‘How long since is
it since you made love to your girlfriend?’

‘I havent a clue, at least six monthghey dont leave us
alone in the room.’

‘If you want to have a go with her on the bed thatb
problem,” he said. ‘My colleague and | will go into the corri-
dor and close the door and tisait. Just call us when you
you're done.’

| called my girlfriend and explained the situation. She was
really shy and didtwant to. | finally convinced her and you
bet we did it.Well, to be honest | did everything. She was
very tense and just wanted to get it over with. So everything
was over in five minutes, like the rabbits. Heh, heh, heh. |
knocked on the door and the two amzsne inWhen Romi
went away the cop who did me the fav@uguy with a mous-
tache, about fortyremarked, ‘I, you're a fast one, aren’
you?You only took a couple of minutes.’

| told him that it was because the girl was.shye guy
laughed While | was alone with my girl | had checked the
room window: it looked on to the hospital courtyard, but it
was too high up to do it without a ropes I'd already planned
to escape from the toilet | just concentrated on fucking.

6. Common derogatory term for cops in uniform.
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One night both othe cops on duty were drinkers. | usu-
ally kept some whisky or gin by my bed so feséd them
some and they got completely pissed. | had started eating
again, or rather drinking’he only reason | was being kept
in hospital was to have my kidney checked. One of the drunk-
ards, a lieutenargt’son, asked me if | could find him some
hashish.

‘Sure, theres plenty of it in my neighbourhood,5aid.

‘Come on, get dressed, and we’ll go and get some,’ he
insisted, completely drunk.

| hesitated; | said | didhwant to, because although the
other cop was calm you could see he was too straight for me
to get away with just saying ‘let'go’. It was two in the
morning and my girlfriend wakeeping me companyghe
had beerthere since five in the afternoon thanks to some
nurses that she knew from when she used to work at the
hospital; she laughed at the copsoposal.The guard in
chage said that if the captain came and saw the empty bed
he'd go beserk. But the one with the moustache one was
determined. ‘Look, the girl can lie in the bed under the cov-
ers, so if the Capirulo (thathow they called the captain)
comes round he wonhhotice anything strange.’

They discussed it for a while then the lieuterastn said
again, ‘Come on get dressed, ¢ejo.” He showed me a
7.65mm pistol, which must have been his own as the regula-
tion one was a .38.

‘Come on and dom’'do anything silly because I'll have a
gun on you all the time,’ the guy said.

The guard in chge was against it and eventually the one
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with the moustache got pissed and taunted him: ‘®u’re a
coward.This wouldnt happen if | was with my own divi-
sion.You're a wimp...and he fell asleep in a drunken stupor

The guard in chge took advantage of the situation to get
into conversation with my girlfriend and me.

‘He’s just a trendy guy whe'only in the police because of
his fatherbut hes not really a cop or anything else. He doesn’

care because he can work whenever and wherever he likes.

But not me. | joined the police as a volunteer after finishing
military service so that | could get a regular wage of over one

hundred thousand pesetas. Because | have a family to feed.

He doesrt.’

The next day two new guards arrivédhen Romi came
to see me, one of them handedf my hands to the sides of
the bed like Jesus Christ. | was fucking furious.

‘I'm gonna kill you, faggot,’ | shouted at him.

My girlfriend started to cryThe bastard went out, taking
the handle that served to raise and lower the bed with him.
The other cop, who was from Seville, tooktbie handcus.

‘Calm down girl,"he said to Romi cheerfullywe’re not
all the sameYou can find bastards anywhere.’

And to me he said, ‘Let’see if this sucker will say some-
thing to me.’

The twisted guard came back after a while but didatfe
say anything, clearly seeing that he'd fuck up if he got in-
volved. Another guard came over in the afternoon and we
started drinking beewhen my dad came to visit me he saw
we were drunk and kicked up a stink. Especially with the cops.
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‘Y ou should be ashamed of yourselves, getting a sick man
to drink! And you're on duty!’he shoutedThey stopped
drinking immediately

‘Coca-cola from now on,’ one of them said.

But as soon as my old man left they got out the beer cans
and we carried on drinking.

—Listen Pedro, do you want to tell us about your escape
or the story of your life in chapters?—number eight inter
rupted.

Okay I'll carry on. What | was trying to do was to gain
the screwstrust and | was sounding them otihe same
cop, the one with the beezame back the next night. He
started telling me about his life, that he was from a suburb of
Barcelona, that he liked sghfand stuflike that. | got up
and went into the bathroom so as not to disturb an old pa-
tient who was in the room with m&he ape and | started
chatting and drinking and around two in the morning | took
the plunge and asked him if | could make a call from the
telephone box outside in the street ‘so as not to disturb the
old man’. He agreed but took his machine gun and joked,
‘Watch it or I'll kill you.’

| walked along the stairs and corridors ahead of him and
the guy kept aiming at me. So | just had to call my girlfriend
and wish her goodnighthe cop didrt' trust me one iota. He
liked to joke but didrt'want to take any risks.

In the morning the doctor came to see me.

‘You're fine.The only thing is that your kidney has been
damaged a little by the hunger strike. Just drink lots of water
and it will be all right.’
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‘So?’ | asked.

‘So, nothing. I'm dischaying you now he said.

| quickly told him that | didrt' have any clothes with me
and that it would be better if | went in the afternoon so that |

could get my family to bring me some. He raised no objec-
tion.

It must have been about eleven in the morning. From that
moment on | had to do everything in a rush as this was my
last chance. | called Romi and told her that they had dis-
chaged me and to be at home at three in the afternoon, in
contact with José, because I'd be calling back.

They changed shifts at around two o’clodkis time it
was two cops that I'd never seen befdrke one in chare
said good afternoon etc. in a serious voice. | was thinking,
‘Shit, this is going to be a right mes3hey changed into
their uniforms and sat opposite me.

‘They told me you're a good lad, but | dobelieve what
my colleagues sayneed to see things for myself; why were
you arrested?’ one of them asked.

I answered evasivelyNo, boss. I’'m on remand, I'm ex-
pecting to get out any minutéassured himVhich was true
in a sense, hehehe!

At that point we started getting on bettehich | hadnt
expected from my first impressions, and he started chatting.
The cop said that he had just come from Rota. | told him |
knew a lot of people there and mentioned a few names: do
you know whats his name¥es, and him?And this other
one?Yes!! At one point he pulled out a carton\dinstons
and gave me three or four packets. Latgthout letting his
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colleague—whose name was Canario—hear him, he asked
me if | knewTimoli, a prisoner who’'d been on hunger strike
before me. He happened to be a friend of mine and | told the
cop abouflimoli's wife, the shop she ran in the old part of
the town, and other stufit was then that he came out with

it: ‘Do you have any hash?’

| didn’'t smoke hashish, so didmormally have any on
me. But, | assured him, | could easily get hold of some, only
I'd have to make a phone call. He said okay and | did it
immediately It was about four o’clock.

| had to pay attention to Canario, who was a snitch ac-
cording to his colleague. | called Romi and whispered, ‘Get
in touch with José and bring me five thousand pesetas of
hash, a half of coke and another half of browhén I turned
to the cop, ‘Fine, now we’re going to get really hammered.
Do you prefer coke or brown?’

‘| like everything,’he answered, ‘I didhbring anything
from Rota because | didrhave time to wind something up
that | had on the go.’

An hour later my girlfriend and José came over and came
up to my bed.

‘Hey, did you bring everything | asked for?’

José nodded and | made a sign to the ape to send Canario
off on some errand. He went to the café to buy | damw
what. | told José to take everything out but my friend got
cold feet. He pulled some strange faces looking at the cop
out of the corner of his eye.

‘Don’t worry, we can trust himJ said loudly

José gave me a piece of hash and the two little bags. |
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threw the hash at the ape.

‘Here, thats for you.’It must have been about 25 grams
and the cop blushed.

‘No, come on, a piece of it is enough,” he made as if to refuse

‘Come on buddyl dont even smoke, this is for you,’
said.

| opened the little bags and using a small knife took some
coke and some brown and put it on a piece of cardboard.

‘Do you do smack?’ | asked.
‘Yes, yes!’
‘Go on then,1 said, knowing perfectly well that he didn’

‘Well, not now it's for when | want to take some girl out
and get her into bed.’

| gave him the card.

‘Look, when your friend Canario comes back | wdpe
able to speak openlyhat’s why | want you to know | inject
smack otherwise it does nothing to me,’ | said, showing him
a syringe. ‘I'll give you a signal later that | want to go to the
toilet to shoot up, all right?’

Well, everything was readthe rope in place, the window
unscrewed, José ready with his motorbike and the cop will-
ing to take me to the toilet alone with him. | told my girl-
friend | was about to do it, and to stay in the room because
the apes would go to her house later and bother her family
and the neighbours would know everything. | also asked her
to tell José that as soon as | sent him to buy some cakes he
was to be ready with his Butalco motocross at the entrance.
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And thats how it went.

‘José, why dort'you do something useful and go and buy
some cakes?his was the signal. ‘Bring us a dozen and a
half and some fruit juice and plastic tumblers.’

As soon as he went and | said to Romi, ‘Oh! pfirto
ask him to buy some dark tobacco. Can you go and tell him?”’

She rushed out and gave him the message in the corridor
Five minutes later | asked the guard to take me to the toilet.
| squeezed his knee meaningfully as | got out of bed. He
stood up and so did Canario, but as he was about to go out
the cop from Rota stopped him}a$ here with the girl, Ill
take him.’

He took up his automatic machine gun and, pointing it at
my back and said in a serious voice, ‘kebd, and go straight
to the toilet.’

When we got to the toilet | told him that | was going to
shoot up, and I'd close the door so that | woulget a fright
if someone turned up.

‘What's up my friend? | cahbelieve it, you dort’need to
give any explanations,’ he surprised me, ‘But, be careful.’

| closed the dogclimbed on to the toilet, opened the win-
dow and put out my hand to feel for the rope. | touched it
and felt like laughing. | started to feel something strange
going from my stomach straight to my brain. It was pure
adrenaline. | grabbed the rope and tied it to the radiator that
was solidly attached to the walliready outside, | clung to
the sill and, supporting myself with the rope, made to go
down. But my hands were slippinbhe rope was very thin.
| thought of tying some knots in it but there was no time,
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even though nobody could see me from where | was hanging
because it looked on to a back garden and was hidden by the
wall of the hospital. | rolled the rope around my right hand
and let myself fall, holding tight with my left. | slipped and
burned both hands. | gripped tightly to break my fall. | slack-
ened my hold again and slid down to the window of the first
floor. | stopped for a moment and, as my hands were grazed
to the flesh, almost to the bone, | decided to jump down into
the garden five or six metres beldviell to the ground with-

out hurting myself and ran to the main door just as | was, in
slippers and pyjamas. | walked close to the wall because |
thought the cop might be at the window to get someasiit

was very hotWhen | got to the door | was furious because
there was no sign of the motorbike, or José, or anything else.
Also, | was exhausted by the whole escapade because | was
still weak from the hunger strike. | was fazed at first, but
thought he would be starting the bike. | went out to the street
and saw him about forty metres away pushing the bike and
trying to start the engine. | reached him and pushed him away
from the bike, which was giving 4 terrible stink of petrol.

It wascompletely flooded. Luckily | know about motorbikes
and managed to fix the problem.

‘Push,’ | screamed to José as he stopped the petrol.

We both pushed the bike as fast as we could, then when it
gathered speed | pressed down the clutch, put it into second
and threw myself on to the seat as | let the clutchTap.
bike started to roaburning the petrol in the cylindamtil it
roared loudly and the engine started.

‘Jump on!’ | screamed to him.
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At that moment | felt as though my heart was pumping
joy through my whole body

‘They won' catch us nowmy friend’l said sure and happy

We shot of. | took theTxurdinaga address and went to a
friend’s house.

That'’s the storyNow it's someone elsgturn.
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IT'S BARROT'S TURN—said number four

Well, it happened on October 1890. | did it with a knife.
| had been taken to court for assaulting twdfitrafops...

When did theraffic cop shit happen? asked number eight.

Listen guys—number four interrupted—it would be bet-
ter if nobody talked because we already know that if we start
asking questions and butting in all the time, we'll end up just
talking about anythingAll right? Come on, give it to 'em
Barrot.

Well, I'll go on. The shit with the trdic cops happened in
1981 or 82The trial was due to take place atd'clock in
Court number 3 in Elda. | lefhe cell around 9 o’clock with-
out any breakfast or anything/e kicked up a stink so that
they would bring us some det, but nothing. First | was
searched in the section, then passed through a metal detector
and they made me undress at the entrance. Evpittietos
searched me.

—And how did you manage to get the knife through, man?
several asked all at once.

| already had an agreement with the prisoner who was the
‘orderly’ for the new arrivals that he would leave it for me
behind the toilet bowl ithe room they put you in to wait for
the Guardia CivilThat way nobody saw anything. | put it in
my shoe and theicoletosdidn't notice Also, the screws told
them that they had already searched me thoroughbre
were another three guys in that room going to Elda with me

7. Derogative for civil guards.
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but | was called first. Foupicoletoswere waiting for me
outside the roonThey handcudéd me behind my back and
led me to the van. It was one of those green ones, a DKW |
think, very old, with leather seats. | stayed there alone and
quickly passed the handésiuinder my legs and opened one
with a key that | had. | took the knife out of my shoe and put
it up my left sleeveWell, it was more a blade than a knife.

—You should have waited a little, shoultdydu—number
six said.

Well, | did it like that because th@coletoshad gone to
get the other three prisoners and | digvent any of them to
see | had the keypecause they'd ask me for it and | didn’
want to show my cards. Later they brought these three guys
from Elda, that | happened to knde finally left the prison.
We had no escort, only fopicoscame with us, two in the
front of the van and two at the back.

During the journey | put my hands in front of me and told
the others to keep quidthey asked me if | had the key but
even though | knew them, as | told you, | didrist them so
| said I'd managed to jerk one of the handewdpen.We
started talking about this and that: who was tough, who was
here, who was there, the usual stories. One of them told me
that there at Elda there was a great chance to escape very
quickly. You know how shady these guys are. | told them I'd
changed a lot and that after seven years in jail | wanted to
get out for good behaviouwyou know mate?

As we were reaching the town, which | hadreen to for
years, the others were explaining how things had changed to
me.They said that there were more police, that the cops went
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around in a Patrol 4 x 4, that the prostitutes had moved to
another area, rubbish..all we were reaching the court. It
was new and ddooked around the streets | noticed some of
them had change@he van went into a kind of little square
above the court; behind it and on the opposite side there was
a church which also has a rear entrance...

Hold on. Hold on—number six interrupted—wait. It seems
to me that, from the way you're describing it, you’ll continue
to be the only one who knows what you're talking about.

All right, all right. I'm just trying to say that from the up-
per area, which was where | could run and escape from, |
saw a cop leaning on a 092 (municipal police car) with a 38-
calibre in his belt as we passed. Finally the van stopped right
opposite the main entrance to the colug.were about to get
out so | put both hands behind my back, with the locked hand-
cuff over the unlocked one. One of the other prisoners got
out first and we were left there locked in, waiting. | looked
through the bars of the van to check if the municipal guard
was still behind, and there he was, still leaning on thel car
was too tense to act at that moment.

The mate who got out first was back quickly because they
had put of his trial. They called me next. | got out. | was
escorted by three of thmcoletosand the other stayed in the
van. | spotted another cop at the beginning of the road. In
passing | saw that there was another municipal guard on the
other side of the roadhat is, there was one at the beginning
of the road and another at the end of it. | went up the stairs
and on the landing there wagieoletoarmed with an automatic
machine gun, one of those small ones with a long niaga
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—A ‘Zeta'—somebody pointed out.
—It might have been a ‘Zeta’ what do | know?

So, | saw all this and realised that it would be verfj-dif
cult to run of. | didn’t want to end up as someosgrey
The room was at the end of a straight corriffmm here to
the wall.The segeant held on tight to me by the handsuf
behind my back and thgcoletoshad an arm each. | wasn’
worried about the handdubpening in thepico's hand be-
cause you had to push hard for it to open.

Once in the courtroom | observed the scene in front of
me: the Public Prosecufaan woman, was on the left, the
three judges were in the middle and my lawyer was on the
right. The trial went very quickly and | was acquitt&dhen
it was over | had to sign the act, and that creep... what do
you call him...

—The usher—suggested number four

Him, the usherbrought the documents to me to the parti-
tioned counter in front of m&8he segeant ordered me to
stand up, but | refused. ‘No, no. He has to read it to me be-
fore | sign. | cart' read.’The usher started reading. It was
then that | hit him on the chest with my forearm, jumped
over the partition and, jumping on to her table, grabbed the
Public ProsecutorEverything was very fast. Showing the
knife | said I'd kill all of them if they dared to move, and
told the police to throw down their weapons and get out. |
saw that the tréit cops, the ones that hadaccused me in the
trial were out like a shof'hey took their uniforms and eve-
rything else.The segeant was in a state of shock and obvi-
ously didnt know what to doAs for the cop behind, he froze.
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They both left but didrt’'throw down their weapons. | looked
around, there was only the public prosecutor and myself left,
as well as the judge and two lawyeékthe others had flown,
some through the front door and others out the back.

The judge was pale and coultmove.They had closed
the exit doar The usher was still lying on the ground sense-
less, foaming at the mouth.

| turned to the judge and said, ‘Look, | just want to get
away I'm doing a 30 yearsentence and I'd rather die than
go back to jail. | dort’even care about my own life, you see?’
The judge answered nervously: ‘Calm down, Barrot, of course
you will get awayyou’ll get awayfor sure.The Prosecutor
who was shaking, pleaded with him: ‘Please Pepe, please.’ |
motioned to the judge to open the way for me. | knew that the
Guardia Civil would be outside the dpsp | wanted some-
one to cover me. | told the judge to hurry up and see to it with
the Guardia Civil that they’d let me past, otherwise | would
kill the public prosecutoiThe guy left the room to talk to the
picoletos The judge wanted to give me the green light, ap-
parently thepicoswouldn' listen to him. In the end, quite

exasperated, he shouted at them: ‘Go away!’ and they went.

The judge came in and told me that the way was .cBadr
instead of going out through the main ddosaid to one of

the lawyers standing there: ‘Get up, open the door and look
and see wha'there.’l used him as bait, just in case. | put
myself behind the door while the lawyer opened it. | got into
the corridor with the public prosecutor and saw that it was
empty The judge also went out into the corridiout through

a different door| tried to reach the street and saw through a
window that it was full of peopléVhen | got closerevery-
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body suddenly ran awal/opened the door on to the street
and the people appeared again. | turned round and said if
anyone moved I'd come back and kill thefine judge had
already gone outsid&ou could see the whole of the street
opposite from the window leaned out and saw thttere

was not a soul in sightvhen | started to open the door the
judge warned me that it was full of people on the left side. |
could hear the whispering of the personnel, but as soon as |
opened the door there was a deathly silefbes made me
nervous. | had the public prosecutor as a shield and the judge
opened the way ahead of me, but that silence made me hide
and cover myself even more.

Then that idiot of a Public Prosecutor wanted to take of
her gown before going into the street. | told her to get out
there with her gown on or I'd belt her one and she got scared.
As for the judge, he was downstairs waiting for me. But
there was an area that was out of my field of vision, even
with the door open. On top of that, by moving forward a
little, | managed to see through the wonsahndir that the
Guardia Civil segeant was aiming at me ready to blow my
head of. ‘If that son of a bitch doesnmove from there Ill
kill him,” | shouted at the top of my voicEhe judge seemed
really terrified because he hatnbticed and shouted at the
cop: ‘Get away from thereThe segeant backed down when
he realized that the judge was taking full responsibility for
the situation. | realised that as well and went back in with
the Public Prosecutdrplaced myself in a corner behind the
door. To the side there was a staircase and two elevators.
Then | saw that a lift was coming up to where | was stand-
ing. | used the Public Prosecuter as a shield and waited, but
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it didn't stop. | knew it was a trafphere was a door opposite
the lift. I looked out and saw two national and two municipal
guard patrol cars outside.

While | was waiting for something to happen | noticed a
municipal guard coming down on tiptogistol in handto
grab me from behind. | turned to face him and shouted,
‘Guard, if you take one step further I'll put the knife right
through this woman’ skull.’ The cop didrt say a word. He
turned and went awaywo or three seconds later | saw the
lift coming down again, but it went past my floor and stopped
in the basement. | took the public prosecuter and stood oppo-
site the glass dodFhere were municipal guards, civil guards,
an ambulance with itigghts flashing, plain clothes cops and
pigs of every kind outside.

| was furious and said to the Prosecutor: ‘Look, this is the
situation: | dont want to kill you but be well aware: if they
don't clear the way you and me will both die. | just want
freedom.” She was crying, ‘Oh! I'm fainting.’ ‘If you faint
I'll put the knife right through you. If you faint you’ll never
wake up,told her Do you know what the woman said? She
said: ‘No, no, | wort faint, | wont faint.” And she stood as
straight as a poket was starting to see everything on the
black side. But at that moment the judge, the Chief Commis-
sioner and the Commander of the Guardia Civil came through
the doorThe cops hame was Benito. | turned to him with a
face like a sadist shouting: ‘Not one step more, Benito, or I'll
kill her.” At which time Benito stopped and turned to me:
‘No, no. Relax, we’re just coming to talk to you, look I'm not
armed.We only want to hear your requests, dihe cop of
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the Guardia Civil asked me if | wanted a,daaid a car was
waiting for me two blocks down with two friends with a .38
in it. The guys wanted to negotiate and this was my last
chance. | grabbed the Public Prosecutor by the hair and
pressed the knife to her throat. ‘Ouch, ouch,’ she complained.
And | threatened them, ‘One minute more and if | still see a
cop near the back door I'll kill hefThey went out and at
that moment the judge came back. He whined, ‘Pleasd, don’
hurt her Please, the police are going awlagwear it. Dort

do anything, you'll go, you'll go. I'm even coming with you.’

| turned and looked out of the window and saw that all the
police cars were going. | moved near to the judge and saw
that all the guards really were leaving, including the ones in
plain clothes, I'd recognised them all anywapen | de-
cided to go out. | moved very carefyllyolding the woman
tight against me. | lifted her up so that | could move more
easily | put the judge to cover the dangerous area of the
stairs and went down. | started walking in the street and there
were at least 300 people thefde judged stayed ahead of
me. | went past the people, not through them, but on the
other side of the street. But the people followed me. | heard
a voice saying: ‘Hey Barrot,” and this made me nervous. |
clung to a carexpecting something to happen. But when the
voice said, ‘you’'ve got some balls!,’ | realized it was some-
body | knew | kept on walking along the road towards a
traffic light about 100 metres away from the court. | saw a
traffic light that looked on to two blocks, it was red with
four cars waiting. | shouted to the judge: ‘tell the people to
get back’. | was obviously referring to the people that were
following me.When the judge turned round to talk to these
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people | took the chance to rurf tdwards the last car in the
gueue with the Prosecutor over my shouldérere was a
woman inside listening to music, she hadaticed anything.
The car window was open and | pointed the knife at her throat
and said: ‘Get out or I'll kill youAnd leave the key inThe
woman got out of the car and ran away fast. | got into the car
without the Public Prosecutor that | was holding on to by the
neck with one hand, while with the other | tried the gears
because | didn’know that model of catt was a model that

| wasnt familiar with. After getting it into first gear all right,

| let the Public Prosecutor go and said: ‘Now you see I'm a
man of his word'The truth is the woman had asked me many
times to let her go. | closed the door and squealed -
member the woman shouting ‘good luck’ just as | was leaving.

I drove around in the car for six or seven blocks then aban-
doned it. | suspected tipécoletoswould be blocking all the
town’s exit roadsThat was sureAs | knew the town from
top to bottom, | walked through the streets and quickly got
them to lose my tracks. | left the town by the mountain and
reached a hideout about three hundred metres away where |
stayed until darkThen | went to Sax. | knew people there,
they helped me with money and from there | weAliwante.

And then to Cordoba...

Okay, that's another story—said number foWe agreed
to talk about our last escape anlyow it's Juanjcs turn,
right?
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ALL RIGHTTHEN, wait till | sit down with a bottle of wa-
ter next to me like all orators do—number six said—and I'll
tell you my tale. First of all I'm going to tell you how | ended
up being in a certain transfdrecause that’what led to a
series of strange circumstances.

After the events irAlicantetl was held in Daroca for a
month on special regime. Everything was pretty much the
same but, | was iNumber Five (isolation unit). From there |
was taken to a trial in Malaga by normal transféey took
me in a van that was going to BarceloAdriend of mine
and | were on trial for possession of weapons, the ones we
had on us when they arrested u¥atladolid.

They were paranoid about me in Malaga and used oppres-
sive tactics on me. In the end, well, it was like this: | had to
wear prison uniform, | had no mattress, nothing at all in the
cell. So, as soon as | was allowed to go into the yard, | got up
on to the roof and smashed everything in reach, tiles, glass...
The picoletos were running around like matbey gave me
my things and | came downfdhe roof, almost straight into
the van taking me tAlmeria.

| was in the ‘dangerous’ wardlor 10 days, and as they
didn’t even want me there, | was transferred to Granada. |
was there for another 10 days. It was freezing cold, with snow
and everything. | caught something incredible, | tknbw,
pneumonia or something like that. It was tough, real tough.

8. Reference to a prison riot at Foncaléiigante in1990, which
lasted three days.

9. In Spanish prisons a section called ‘dangerous’ is to be found
both in the regular prison and in the FIES regime. [TN]
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The thing was, there was no pane in the window and the
toilet was next to itTo give you an idea: one night | got up
to piss, you knoywhen you're nice and warm in bed but are
dying to piss, and | collapsed in two minutes flat.

Well, when | got ill and in a really bad state they moved
me back to transfers in Meco, with the intention to take me
on to DarocaThey kept me in Meco for three or four days
and, by chancd,apia was there, | hadréeen him for ages.
We had been together inthe Canary Islands for nearly a year

| felt lousy, really shit, | could hardly breathe, especially
when | lay down. | had to sleep almost sitting up and breathe
very slowly and | was put in transfer in these conditions. |
thought I'd be moved to Daroca diunesdayin the Barce-
lona van, but early on Monday they told me that | had to go
to Pamplona for a trial. In the cells outside | saw the French-
man and Campillo, who were the only ones | krfavd only
by sight as they saywent to a trial in Daroca once with the
FrenchmanThat's all.All the others were category C pris-
oners going to Bgos or Nanclares. | left my rucksack in the
boot and got into the cagevith a boy | dont even remem-
ber who he wasThey put us on the left side in about the
fourth cell from the frontAs soon as | sat down, while | was
arranging my bag with water and a sandwich, | looked down
and noticed there was a ray of sunlight on the flgoing
from the door to the walllhe boot was open, so you could
see the light perfectly soon worked it out: ‘Either this is
the join between two bars and what | can see is the space

10. The cage is a cell inside the armoured van used to move pris-
oners.There are 20 cells in a van, with two seats each, and a corri-
dor between theni.he baggage is placed under the floor
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between them, or theseho welding herel’'stamped my feet

on the floor a few times in dérent spots, pushing hard in
the centre, and it gave slightlgending about two or three
centimetres. ‘Good’ | said to myself and started chatting with
my cell mate. | could see the strip of light on the floor right
until they closed the boot just before we leftl supposed
there werertmany rucksacks in that spot. In fact, as we found
out later the left half of the van was emptjhat was strange,

as | knew it was usually packed and the rucksacks had to be
kicked in.

So, we set dffrom Meca. None of us had handfubn
because thepicoletoshad taken them bfvhen we got into
the vanWe hadnt even left Madrid when | heard the French-
man, who was a couple of cages behind me, pulling the leg
of the seat df It was the back leg, to be exact, and he was
smashing the floor with it. | think he was with Campillo. |
called him and said to stop, go into the corridor and come up
to my cell. He carried on working. | insisted, and when they
opened the doors, | spoke to him.

‘Look, theres no welding here/ said, ‘so this is already
done right across. If the door part is all right, we'll only need
to do about a fooAnd look, it’s rusted. If we have to saw it
we wont make it. I've tried during other transfers and it’
impossible to cut through the plate.’

It was true, the patch next to the door was worn by water
dropping from the bottlegt first you couldnt see it very
well because you needed to remove the panel made of wood
or formica, like bus seats, that covered the flobe French-
man told me that he had come from Daroca in the same van
and that they had had angament with the cops because
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they'd tried to work on the floor of the corriddihey had
taken of a piece of panelling in the rear but fhieoswent

mad and they couldntarry on because they’d been caught
right in the middle of the jollhe cops were angry because
three or four cages were open and the people in the corridor
were blocking their viewT hat's why they stuck to the back
grate As it was impossible to work in these conditions, | did
this: I left the Frenchman alone to work in my cell and told
everybody to go back into the cells and close the doors to
leave the corridor free. | went to the back to the toilet area,
and started looking at the view through the grathetioor

| told the cops | was feeling sigks they could see me and saw
that the corridor was emptiyepicosrelaxed and sat down.

All this time the Frenchman was working like a beast. He
only had the leg of the seat, but when he pulled it out by
moving it back and forward it had got thin and flat at one
end, like a crowbaiThe base of the seat was made of ply-
wood so it was not very hard, but he made a huge din all the
same when he pulled the pieces dtere were a few spfd
going around and we asked the gypsies and @dtraenco
aficionadosto sing a bit to hide the noise. Everything was
going fine because you should have seen how this French-
man worked! He looked like he was fighting with the van.

After a bit | went to see how things were going, and our
friend had almost removed the whole panel. People went
into the corridor again to cover us because the area we were
working on was near the door and the Frenchman was over
one metre ninety and hardly fitt@wside the cage. So, | had
to stand in the corridoWhen we came to the metal sheet
and took all the shit bfit—there was a layer of mud and
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grease— we saw that there was no welding at all from the
door to the wall, and that in the door area of about thirty
centimetres, it was rusty

So, we stood up and started stamping in the corner with all
our might, the Frenchman on the plate and me with one foot
in the corridor Suddenly the Frenchman went through, grab-
bing hold of me and the seathie floor had opened like a tin
of sardinesWe folded the corner down and a perfect hole
resulted in the form of a triangle, so wide that the Frenchman
went through down to his waist and bent to check the depth
of the cavity

If there had been any rucksacks there it would have been a
problem to fold the plate dowwe’d have had to move them
all out and put them in one of the cages. But, as | had imag-
ined, that part was completely empBverything was going
great.We saw that it was easy to open the door of the boot
from the insideAll we had to do was relax and wait for the
right moment to jumpWe’'d done the job in record time as
we must have been near Guadarrama, more or less.

Now we had to decide about the right place to jump out
and, obviouslywho was going to come with the Frenchman
and me. Campillo had volunteered from the start, you might
say And another guy came and asked me if he could come
with us. | didnt know him. He was about thirty years old and
had a beard. | asked him his name and he\&mdiuez. He
was from Huelva. | also wanted to know why he was inside.
He said he’'d robbed some banks and got nicked. Good, or
rather great, one more. Latédzquez asked everybody in
the van, cell by cell, if anybody wanted to juriife wanted
as many people as possible to jump, that way we’'d have a
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better chance. Nothing, nobody else wanted to join us.

Well, as you knowthe van was going to Bgos and
stopped first in Segovia, then Yfalladolid and every now
and again in PalencislVe had to find out if it was going to
stop in Segovia because in that case we’d have to jump there
or never | didn't like the idea because Segovia is a small
town with very few exit roads. | preferr&lladolid, which
was biggerand also it was my territarso | went up and
down the van asking them all if anybody was gettirfgabf
Segovia. It seemed like nobody waken we wondered if it
might be stopping to pick someone up, and it was impossi-
ble to guess thah guy, one of the prisoners, solved the prob-
lem. He was great; he went to the door at the front and said
to thepicoleta ‘Hey bossWe're stopping in Segovia to pick
up my brotheidin-law who’s coming with me to the trial in
Burgos, right?’

Thepicoletotold him we wouldrt' be stopping in Segovia.
Our friend insisted, ‘“¥s we are, boss, my brotkarlaw
has to come with me.’

The pico got annoyed and said, ‘I know better than you
where we're stoppingThe guy was magnificent, he did a
great job.

Now we knew what we needed to knd@kay direct to
PucelaWell, you knowVillanubla is on the way to Ledn,
about 15 or 20 kilometres frowalladolid, so the van would
enter from the south and go through the town cefitrat
would be our chance.

As we still had plenty of time | imagine each one spent it
thinking about what he would do next. | mean, the moves
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needed to escape the siege if everything went according to
plan. Now | remember that sgifwere being passed around
the van. | didrt smoke because | was fucked and anyway we
needed all our strength to succe&te Frenchman didnh’
seem to care much about that as he had more than oe splif

| did a round to try to get some monggu cant imagine
how tense | waslhey passed me two thousand pesetas, just
enough for immediate necessitigben | talked a little with
Vazquez. He said he would try to quickly nick a car and get
out ofValladolid full speed ahead. | warned them how I'd be
going: ‘I'm well known here, as soon as everything kicks of
there’ll be a right stit | also suggested meeting up again
later. A group of two or three had more resources than one
man aloneAnd then, | knew these places and they didn’
And, most important of all, | knew people who could give us
shelter

Vazquez carried on with his idea of taking a car and shoot-
ing off. The Frenchman and | agreed to meet in a big store, in
the sports department to be precise. It was clear that first
we’d have to run in diérent directions at top speed. Our
only problem was the escort behind us, a Citroen or Peugeot
with two cops insideThe Frenchman even had the nerve to
go down into the boot, find his rucksack and put on a leather
jacket. | gave him a telephone number he could reach me at
if he had any problems and he wrote it on the label of his
jacket.

Our great moment was near and as we were approaching
Pucela we got ready and went down into the Betformed
a row of three behind the dgthe Frenchman/azquez and
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myself. The Frenchman grabbed a handle on one side and |
grabbed the one on the oth&ll we had to do to open the
door was to pull both handles at the same tiMeagreed to
jump as soon as the van stopped at di¢rhght. As we'd
have to get out of the left side if the escort drew up alongside
the van, the most logical thing at fiefights, we’'d be able

to quietly walk away without them seeing Uibe only per

son who would be able to see us was the drintgrhe should

be watching the tréit of the intersectiorith this in mind

we put a guy above us to look through the holes of the win-
dow for us and let us know the direction we were heading in.
As | knew the way into the town through Laguna de Duero
perfectly | asked him if he could see a lake, a petrol station,
a river, factories and so oithat way | always had a picture

of where we weréle were all very tens@he guy above
said we were going over a bridge: it was the entrance to the
town.The van stopped at a tfiaflight right by the bridge. It
was a shit of a place to jump because on one side there was
just an industrial area, with big empty roads and on the other
there were the barracks of the Guardia Civil a few blocks
along.A fucking big barracks, the General Command of
Vallaloid, absolutely chock full of cops.

Without asking me, the Frenchman opened the door and
said: ‘Let’s go, lets go now!| stopped him, holding him
back, explaining that it was full of cops there. | just made it
to stop him from jumping. But we couldrclose the door
now and had to hold on to it. | kept looking out out through
a tiny crackThe main problem was that we were going along
a straight road that cuts right through the town and the van
just slowed down at the three or four tiafights it passed.
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And as you knowif you go through a green light on a main
road, the rest will all be green tgnd, son of a bitch, we got
green lights all the way and were really furiousvés very
dark and we couldb’'see eaclothers faces, | can imagine
what idiotic expressions we all had. Me for sure, because | knew
that we’d be out of the town in no time.

We crossed Zorilla Boulevard and took Garcia Morato
bridge.There were only two possibilities left: one, that the
bus would turn right towards the road to Salamanca, where
we’d have more chance to escape; and the dtterit would
go straight and take the new ring road to Leon.

As | continued to check where we were heddethrough
the grate, the Frenchman was making suggestions about the
best position for jumping out of the moving varhe best
thing in his opinion was to do it huddled up in fetal position.
‘This guy’s off his head,fleeted through my mind.

Finally, as we were about to take the road to Salamanca
the van took the slip-road and slowed right doWe. were
doing about 50 kilometres an hpand without thinking twice
| shouted: ‘Now!"We opened the door wide and jumped.

| landed on my feet and as soon as | touched the ground |
fled, running. Out of the corner of my eye | saw someone on
my right rolling on the groundThank goodness the road
curved to the right and as we jumped left the van catapulted
us out, otherwise it would have driven right over us. | headed
in the opposite direction to the vdrne area where we jumped
out was not a very good spot, it was a residential suburb with
many gardens and porches, so there was wide visitilitly
anyway | knew it well. The escort car came at me and when
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| started running | had to jump over the railing to avoid be-
ing hit. | ran like hellThe one who had been driving the car
started running after m&bout 150 metres on | looked back
and saw that the guy was still on my tracks. He was young,
about 25 or 26 years old and taller than me. How he ran, the
bastard! | looked at him a couple of times and noticed he
wasnt carrying his piecéis you know the cops usually take
their holster dfand leave it on the dashboard on longjour
neys to be more comfortabfend as he’d set bt full speed,

he'd left it there. So, the cop was still on my tracks when
started to feel a pain in my chest and could hardly breathe,
so | put my brain into action. First, as always, to avoid being
shot you run towards people, and | was running like mad on
the pavement of a wide road. But when | saw the cop wasn’
armed and that my strength was about to give up, | went in
the direction of an area that is usually more or less deserted.
If I was among people I'd run the risk of somebody jumping
on me or a police car appearing on the scene, so | decided to
grapple him alone before getting completely out of breath.

| headed towards the river behind the sports cehirere
was a yard there and no one in sight. | started to slow down,
pretending | was tired, and the cop came cloAren we
were next to a parked truck he put a hand on my shoulder
For a second | could see his triumphant expression as if he
was saying: ‘I've got you.’ | stopped suddenly and pushed
my right elbow back with all my might. I hit him in the pit of
the stomach and the air that came out opibeletopassed
by my ear in a flash. It went guasssssh like a fire cratker
mean, my elbow nearly came out through his back. | turned
and punched him a left and a right in the face and he fell
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reventacus y espamacus [a Legion expression: exhausted
and in piecesAs he fell he shouted: ‘Help! Help mé!saw

two guys get out of the lorriffhey were construction work-
ers in overalls and quite old, about 45 or Bhe cop was
lying face down on the ground. | punched him hard on the
nape of the neck twice and the guy stayed on the ground
bending and stretching his leg, like epileptics do when they're
having a fit.The workers just went back into the truck and
shut the door

| ran fast towards the rivelrwas so tired that when | got
to astone wall that was up to my waist | couldexen jump
over it, | just lent over it and let myself fall on the other side.
| rolled down the small bank and got back up on my feet on
a little dirt track that runs along the river bank. Sporty peo-
ple use it for jogging. | started running. | mean trotting rather
| couldn't fucking make it, but | had to go along a little path
bordering the riverl had no strength left but | had to shift
from there Also, it was a beautiful day and | was wearing a
tracksuit with a thick lining, a mountaineering jacket and
basketball trainers. | was $o€ating.

| reached the bridge, | thinkstcalled Isabel la Catdlica,
and under it two boys, schoolboys aged about 16 or 17 were
rolling a splif. | joined them and they sneaked a look at me.
| started talking to them: ‘I’ hot.”'Yes, its a good day to-
day’ ‘Look at that, | go running with all this gear on and now
I'm boiling.” ‘Have you run far?’ ‘I've come from the Division
Azul bridge.’ ‘Shit, then you have run a lot.” In all that, here
one of them passes me the d$plikaid no, I did smoke but |
was doing sport that day
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| got my breathe back a little sitting there with them and
after a bit asked them where | could find a taxi stdpey
said there werehany, but that a lot go over the bridgéney
got up to go dfand | tagged along with them on the way up
to get lost in the crowd more than anythiAg.soon as | got
to the road a taxi appeared. Look, if you'd seen how | hurled
myself towards it, you wouldhbelieve it. It took me to Plaza
Mayor and | went into a barhad a beer and made a couple
of calls.They came in a car to get me and brought me sun-
glasses and a ddrent colour of jacketThey left me in a
house with some food, out of dangeheard on the radio
that three of us had managed to escape: Camyaloquez
and meThe Frenchman was caught by the offieoletoof
the escort about two hundred metres from the Vha.guy
had really bad luck, after doing nearly all the work himself.
Anyway, then during the night they nicked Campillo wan-
dering around an industrial area in the outskirts. ltdoréw
what he was doing there but | suppose it was because he
didn’t know the area/azquez made it. He went into a neigh-
bourhood and managed to meet some people who left him
outside the town a couple of days latés not so easy to
find such great people, is 3 for me, | leftvalladolid the
following night, and they kept on looking for me there, evenin
the sewers.

Well, that's all. Now it’s your turn, Juan and Norman.
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WEWON'T TELL IT TOGETHER—said number four—. So,
it's better if you tell it Xosé, okay? If you fmt something,
I'll make a note of it.

All right, uhm. I'll tell the story—number ten began—but
don' interrupt me.

You'll give it your usual theatrical touch—number six
joked.

The important thing is to tell it, no®Vell, it all started
when we were ifenerife Il. It wasAugust 23, 1991After
lunchtime, at about 3 o’clock, a bunch of screws come into
the cell, handctifme and take me to the entrance. | am obvi-
ously being transferredhey dont take the handctd off
and | throw my clothes into rucksackidhen | have a fag,

walking around there drenched in sweat because of the heat.

A screw arrives and says, ‘List&arrio, you can only take
two bagsAnd as for the moneyjust 1,000 pesetashese
are the orders.’

‘Whose orders?’ | ask.

‘It s all the same to me, but the Guardia Civil vdet
you take any more bagsnd thedoble! said not to give you
any more money than | told yowhswers the jailer visibly
annoyed.

‘Right,” | say ‘it’s all right for the two bags. But I'm tak-
ing the money with me because I'll need it to buy food and
cigarettes.’

The guy doest’know what to say and goed aficking

11. Slang for prison director
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his heels on the floor in a reallyfefninate way

The Guardia Civil arrive immediately afterward, | see only
two of them. Just looking at him the one in command makes
a bad impression on me. He shouts too much. Maybe to scare
me. | dont know; but if thats what he wants he’ll be disap-
pointed.Two prisoners I'd never seen before pass through
the fingerprints roonThey are also being transferrédter
taking their fingerprints they put handé&dn them and take
them to the van that | imagine will take us to the port to get
the ferry Then it is Juars and my turn. One of the guards
comes swaggering towards U#is particulapicoletocon-
firms all my suspicions about him: he really does want to
scare us. He is one metre eighty and thinks he is Rakay
last we are all in the van, four prisoners and tpiees the
beast and a young one that looks like a little posh dog, al-
though it seems he doeslike the way his colleague is treat-
ing the prisonersThis young guy is about my age, 23slt’
only them and the van drivahe eldest of the three.

We drive out of the prison perimetiBhe two prisoners
I'd seen in the fingerprint room are sitting next to me. Juanito
is sitting opposite me calmly reading a leti&e reach the
port and | can just see the huge hull of the boat opposite us
through the metal window of the van, it is the J. J. Sister
The access for vehicles is a mobile bridge that links the road
to the boat garag&he vehicles go in one by one in single
file. The area is watched over by five or pigoletosarmed
with automatic machine guns. | suppose they are there to
direct the trdic and, at the same time, to prevent anyone

12. A famous rugby playefTN]
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from escapingWhen we reach the port in Cadiz there will
be the same number pfcoletoswaiting for us.That was
how the the outward journey went, so | assume it will be the
same for the return one.

The Guardia Civil let us go first and we are on the boat in
a flash.They open the van doors and we get out two at a
time. First the guys travelling with us, then, once they've
been locked up in the cell-cabinsitur turnWe go down
some steps so narrow that we only just fit, and leave our
rucksacks at the end of the passa&iben we get down they
put us in the same cell as the other t\We. notice that there
are two cabin cells, but the other is occupied by two other
prisoners who say they have come from Puerto de Santa Maria
and are on their way to Salto del Negro prison on Gran
CanariaThey put two chairs in our cell until they move us to
the one that will become vacant when we reach Las Palmas.

The other two mates in the cell are foreigners on their way
to Carabanchel. One, a Frenchman, is to be extradited at his
country’s request and the otharColombian, is going to do
time for drug-traficking.

Juan is chatting through a hole in the wall with the two
prisoners going to Las Palmas. In the meantime I'm check-
ing out the cabin cell and note that one of the seats has iron
bars between the legs.

Soon afteras we're heading towards Las Palmas, the cops
take our handctg off. We are already out at sea and we note
that there are only two guards escorting us: the young guy
and the beast.

There are slits in the cell doors to pass the food trays
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through.They look like letterboxes, but deeper and wider
and have a little door on the outside that is normally bolted
shut. It was through this hole that they took the hafglodifus.

After a bit the picos tell us that we’ll get out later to take
our wash kit.They also warn us that after Las Palmas the
cells will not be opened again for the rest of the jourhéy
strictly forbidden by the Captain of the bdathile my mates
are talking | turn the chair upside down in a corner of the
cell and start sawing at the bar between the legs with a tiny
saw I'd managed to get it through the search they did when
we left the prison by hiding it inside one of my trainers. | can
see the foreigners with us look alarmed but they tdemy
anything. Juan, howevarnderstands what I'm trying to do
and keeps an eye on the cabin of the Guardia Civil through
the spyhole in the doofo get it done we take it in turns in
absolute complicityFirst | do some sawing, then he does.
While one of us is sawing the other keeps a lookout so that
he can work in peacéVe work until we manage to cut
through two of the three bars. Now we just have to hope that
the guards domnotice anything when they come to take the
chairs backThere are three flat plates about 35 centimetres
long and three  centimetres widdis job takes us about
an hourlIt’s risky but we dom’have any choice. My com-
rade Juan gets annoyed. He calls me to the toilet and says he
doesnt trust the two guys that are with us. slafraid they
might freak out and tell the cops at any momeéhis typical
lack of trust among us prisoners is shit, thanks to the many
shitches who sow discord by grassing up other prisoners,
getting some benefit or reward in retuAiso, the prison
management encourages this attitude so it can reach where
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its long arms and guard daegeyes cart. It's sad, but is the
reality of prison, as we all knovBut, in the end... let’get
back to the story

—Yes, said number sixlet’'s get back to the story then
they’ll give you the chair of prison philosopher ... doyou
see how you go on and on...?

See—number four buts in—he talks like a telegram: | ar
rive, | take, | sawl see—dort' you think?

Everybody tells his story as he likes, number 10 took up
again. I'm doing it this wayit is as if I'm living these mo-
ments all over again, and I'm telling you what happens as we
go along. Now I'll carry onAnd dont interrupt me because
| let the others talkifell, | was at the point where there is an
uneasy atmosphere in the cabin but I'm sure everything will
be ok. In fact, we get to Las Palmas and a group of local
picoletoscome to take the prisoners in the next cell who
wish us a good journey before leaving. ‘Good luck,’” they
say We say the samdfter a while we leave the port and
head towards CadixMe are out at sea again and the two
guards come to move us into the empty cell. Before doing so
they put the handcf#f on us through the hole in the cell door
They open the door and | try to get put in with Juan, but the
beast wort have it.

‘You're going in this one, | give the orders hehe 'says.

We couldnt do anything about it. | have to stay in the cell
with the SouttAmerican and Juan with the Frenchm@fe
are split up by adversitjNo doubt about it.

The two cabins are identicdlheres only one new thing
compared to the one | was in before, in this one there are
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small ladders in the couchetlthey are made of thin hollow
metal, so dort’look much at first sighThe bog of this cabin
was identical to the otheBoth had a spyhole at eye level
made of hard thick plastidhe bogs are in the corridor of
the cabins and you can see the one from the.dlegérveen

the cell doors and the cabin of fhieoletosthere is an empty
room. Through the spyhole we see that the cell doors are
locked with a wide iron bar that, thanks to a slat at one end,
goes right through the door and is secured with padlocks to
pieces of metal with holes in them at each sldey must
have used the same method in medieval tiffiest way the

bar is pushed into the protrusion and secured with the pad-
lock. How I'm explaining, eh2 real genius! So, like | said,
the cells have two bunk beds, a toilet and a kind of ventilator
on the ceiling covered by a gratinthis tiny space, about
two metres by three, was to be my universe for two long
days.Think, the cell cabin was so small we could hardly
move, when one of us stood up the other had to lie down.

The picoletoshave just taken the seats from Jgarell
and havert'noticed they’'ve been cut, so | feel euphdfitien
they go Juan passes me one of the plates we’d cut through
the hole between the cells, and | hide it under the mattress.
Soon they go and open my neighbours’ to take back the clean-
ing kit. They escort us to the luggage room one by one and
we take what we need for the journéghen it's our turn, |
go first. The two guards stand opposite to check the opera-
tion while | take what | need. | have handsufn, like the
others.

‘Listen you, | hope we’re going to have a peacefuljour
ney, get it?’the beast says in a provocative tone of voice.
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| turn round and look him up and down with contempt. |
am convinced more than ever thath&'smart-as3.hat’s it,
exactly a braggart one metre eighty-five, about 100 kilos, who
is not only armed but has me in his pawée most intelligent
thing for me to do is to ignore him. He realizes this and tries it
on again.

‘Don’t look at me like that. I've met many of your kind
and worse.’

As | am supposed to be a dangerous prisoner the beast is
boasting in front of his young colleague, showinfyhaiw
macho he is. | gather up my things and go back to my cell.
‘Keep cool Xosé,l say to myself. But | cahstop thinking
about that pig and tell Juan through the hole in the wall
what happened to me with that arrogant picoleto.

Around 8pm they open the hole to give us the trays with
the evening mealVe eat in silence. | have hardly spoken to
the boy in the cell with me, but | observe him while I'm
eating and | have to say | dotike the look of himAfter
dinner the guards come back to pick up the trays. I'm watch-
ing them through the bu#’eye when | notice a pistol stick-
ing out of the back of the belt of my hated temporary guard-
ian. | warn Juan immediately saying, ‘Ttsatine.'He looks
through the spyhole and sees it and we quickly agree: one
each. | talk with Juan for a couple of hours, until ten o’clock.
Among other things | tell him that | want to kill that guard,
but he ends up convincing me thas ittot the right moment.

When we go to bed | tell the Souimerican to keep a
lookout and see if anybody is coming. | pull the iron bar out
from under the mattress and take the saw from its hiding-
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place and set to work, cutting a point at the end of one bar
After seeing the guarsipiece | want to have a good knife on
me.Within a couple of hours | have a magnificent rudimental
weapon, its déctiveness guaranteed by its sharp point. | hide
the knife and saw and get ready to sleep, tomorrow is an-
other day and we’ll see. Juan and | are ready to try some-
thing, but we dort’know exactly what yet.

In the morning ofAugust 24 the SoutAmerican wakes
me up for breakfast which he’'d been good enough to take
for both of us. I nine o’clock and | start eating after saying
good morning to the ones in the next cell. Later on | make a
hole in the door to try to push the bar out from the end where
it locks with the padlock. Juan had given me the idea after
breakfast. It is a question of sawing from the inside at the
point where the iron pin is, sawing round it so that it gives
way and opensThe idea is good but the thickness of the
lock means that we ddrhave timeWe are below sea level
close to the engine room so the noise of the sawing is drowned
by that of the engines and the guards tthear it. | start
cutting and get the Souimerican guy to look out for us. If
I'm not mistaken he is shitting himself in fehe has guessed
what we're up to and now realises what | want a knifelfor
can tell from his face that lehot very happy about it. For
his part, Juan needs to crack the ceiling of his cell to try to
open up a hole wide enough to let him pass through and get
out into the corridor feel euphoric and radiant and smile to
the Colombian who looks very upset. | keep on workii,
zac, zic, zacAround one o’clock | call Juan because the
lunch is about to arrive. Hemade a small hole, which con-
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firms what we suspected: the ceiling is empty

| call apicoletowho turns out to be the young one and say
‘Listen, we've run out of cigarettes. See if you can do us the
favour of buying us a few packets?’

‘Okay, give me the mongyhe complies. Do you want
something to drink? But you know you’re not allowed any
alcohol.’

I give him a tenner and ask for four Coca-Coldmy bring
us the food and drinkalso the cigarettes, which | share out.
After lunch thepicoletostake the trays away and shut them-
selves in the cabin.

While I'm having a cigarette | look at what I've cut in
three and a half hours. | do a quick calculation and realise it
will be impossible to finish the job in time. | let Juan know
He tells me the same about the cell ceilg dont have
any tools and the only saw we have is old and very small. |
pass him my knife and he gives me the other plate so that |
can cut it to a point, so | get the Colombian guy to look out
again. Juan does the same with the Frenchman. He is happy
to collaborate with udAt least, thas what it looks like.

Yes, he was a good guy—added number. four

—It’s true. Because, as far as the Séuntlerican guy was
concerned he helped me more out of fear than conviction—
number ten continued. But Istjet back to where | was: | cut
a point on the other plate and hide it under the mattress, then
carry on doing the dogric, zac, zic, zacWe go on working
until eight o’clock to try to go reach our goal. | get blisters
and so does JuakVe are only half way to completing the
job, so we’ll obviously never be finished in time.
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When they bring us dinner my whole hand and arm are
aching. | can hardly hold the spoon. | have to hold it where |
don'’t have any blisters as I'd burst them and they’re burning
like hell. If only we had a good hacksaWd spent the whole
day sawing metal for nothing, and now | dago on because
| cant even close my hand.

They take the trays away and | talk to Juan through the
hole.We agree that we will only have a chance to go when
they open the doolt’s a serious problem. Neither of us wants
to miss this opportunifybut with something more concrete
than what we’ve got at the moment to go abouwe.con-
sider taking them with our knives when they open the.door
The handcuf wont be a problem, we can open them with a
hook.The real problem is that when we get to the port there
will be more Guardia Civil units at the harbour awaiting the
transferand to leave the boat like that would be quite a spec-
tacle. Let alone impossiblé/e’d have to force our way out
arms in hand, with a 90 per cent probability that they'd Kill
us.As for getting out of the harbaut would be a devil of a
job to leave the province of Cadice with all the Guardia Civil
and the Policia Nacional on our tail. In the end we don’
reach any conclusion. | lie down and smoke a cigarette and
try to relax.

All our illusions shatteredd proper mess because in the
end that shit of @icoletowill dump me in the next prison
like a sack of potatoe$he thought of that makes me fume.
| spend most of the night awake, going over of imaginary
vendettas and sigfring a feeling of powerlessness. IRis-
gust 29, the last day on the boaVe will reach Cadice dur
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ing the night and a cold dungeon awaits us in the port of
Santa Maria.

Today Juan has a temperature, and stays in bed. It must be
flu. 1 tell the escort and that pig of a beast refuses him the
medicine Juan has brought in his luggage frienerfe.
Maybe he thinks i§ drugs and asks the ship doctor to clieck

As for the Colombian, he is euphoric. He sees our escape
plan has failed and rehot scared any more.

However as soon as the guard goes, | take the knife and
start breaking the ceiling. | open a small hole and ptithef
metal sheet. Square intertwined rafters can be $bey.are
quite thick.The problem is still the same: the saw is too small
to cut them quickly and well. | hide the cut pieces of steel in
the toilet and tell Juan about the beams.

They’ve brought the food and Juamedicine. | enjoy my
meal and think fast, hoping some brilliant idea will come
into my mind. Juan wants to burn the plastic of the spyhole
with a lighter and this gives me the idea I'm looking for

They take away the trays and | note thatilceletoshave
relaxed, calmed by the fact that we will soon be arriving at
the port. | ask Juan if he has a spiral notebook in his ruck-
sack, and he says yes, he has one in the cell. So | explain my
plan to him: its about warming up the knife and making a
small hole in the spyhole of the bog then passing a wire
through to try to open the bolt of the door by hooking it up
with the end of the wiralMe also need a crowhao | cut a
piece of the hollow ladder in the cabin. I cut our two knives
into four pieces and put three of them into the empty tube to
make it strongen pass the fourth piece to Juan.
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The plan goes better than we had expected. Juan takes a
long piece of wire from the mattress and shows it to me
through the spyhole, laughing with a wicked look on his face.
He warms the point of the knife and starts to make the hole.
The Colombian guy has grown pale because of the frenetic
activity going on around him, pieces of metal being cut eve-
rywhere.The Frenchman, who is more realistic, keeps an
eye on the cabin of the Guardia Civil where all is quiet.

We set to work. | pass the crowbar to Juan and kick the
door. In fact, theres nobody in the cabirthey must have
gone up on deck his is our chance and we move into ac-
tion. Juan has already opened the passage in the spyhole and
I’'m confident he’ll manage to open the bolt, even if itisn’
easy | see the wire sliding out of the hole and as it gets
closer to the door my happiness and excitement groes.
wire touches the bolt and hooks on to it. From the spyhole |
see it moving, and | motion to hifhhe wire slips from the
bolt, he tries again and for a while goes on like that, it catches
and slips—until he finally gets it.

We each go to the daatuan puts his hand through the
crack and opens my small windgiiven he puts the crowbar
into the padlock of his door and, finglyrabbing an edge of
the crowbar each, we force the lobte stop for a moment
and | go to the spyhole in the bog and see that the lock is
bent, which means that it will break at any momé8itte
door opposite could open and thieoletoscould appear at
any momentWe are drenched in sweat and the tension and
excitement is growing with every minute that passes.

We get back to workiVe push on the crowbar as hard as
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we possibly can from our uncomfortable positiong try
again a few times and finally we make it and the lock breaks.
Juan gets rid of it, and after taking out the kanks the door
open. He gets in front of my door and breaks the padlock
first try. | get out and we go towards the Guardia Givihbin

to make sure there is nobody insitliée take up a strategic
position and crouch down to wait for the guards to come back.
| am armed with the crowbar and Juan has the knife, our only
one, because we couldget the other through the barghile

we are waiting we decide upon and practice a tactic of at-
tack. Meantime our Colombian friend has gone from pale to
ashen. He decides to close his cell and that of the Frenchman.

Meanwhile, Juan turns the cabin upside down looking for
weapons which, unfortunatelgre nowhere to be foundle
reach the conclusion that the guards are armed and prepare
to jump them as soon as they arriVée door is half open
and only a few seconds have passed since we got behind it.
When it opens wide, it is a sure sign thatpimsare back:
we throw ourselves on to the guard coming in. Seeing us, he
screams in terrofAaahhhh’, just like in a horror movie. He
tries to free himself but we pin him to the floor and point the
knife at his throatAs soon as he is immobilised, | search him
but he is unarmedie put the handctd on him and make
him sit on a chajrtying him to it hand and foot. He can’
move an inchWe give him back his wallet after stealing all
the money out of it. Juan questions him about where the weap-
ons are kept and he tells us they are in another cabin that they
have upstairs.

Well, I go to the other prisoners and propose that they es-
cape with usThe Frenchman says he doé$r@ve much time
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left to serve and the Colombian guy said something similar
| give them some cigarettes and a lighter and go back to my
prisoner of warlt’s around six in the afternooWe find our
dossiergand amuse ourselves reading all the bullshit they
have written about udVhile we are at it, we tear up the
dossiers and all the photographs that are in thenWedie

in wait, waiting for the othepicoletoto arrive to immobi-
lise him. | cant wait to see the bastard face to face, but time
is ticking awaylt’'s already 8 o’clock and I've smoked nearly
a whole packet of cigarettes in two hours. It is only another
couple of hours till we reach Cadiz.

As the other guard still hagrdrrived we assume that they
have realised something is up and are waiting to get into the
port before actingVe are considering all this when the door
opens, the shit appears and without hesitating for a second
we hurl ourselves on our prey like wolves: | grab his hands
to prevent him from using the pistol and Juan grabs his throat.
The guy hardly resists. | search him and this on¢ &nied
either We handcufhim and | put him in the cell | had been
in, after moving the Colombian guy in with the Frenchman.

I want to kill the guard, but obviously he is nothing but a
poor cowardly devil who has lost all his arrogance all of a
sudden. But he is still able to show enoudtoetery to say

to us, ‘I've got a proposal. Look, if you untie me I'll put you
back in your cells and that will be the end of it.” It is Juan
who answers drilyShut up asshole, or we’ll do you in.’

Then we put the youngico in the cell and handciiim
along with his boss, who has a face like a fallen hero. Now

13. The dossiers travel along with prisoners on transfer
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he is our prisoner and we understand how easy it is to abuse
a guy in handcd$ when hes defenceles3hey are begin-

ning to realize the same thing, for the first time | thiftkeir

lives are in our hands and, under such circumstances, itis far
more dificult to not abuse them than it is to do so. Instead,
we leave them alone.

Juan questions the pig of a chief about the weapons and
he tells us they are up on the second floor in cabin 77 and
that they dort' have the keythe girl at the reception is in
chage of all the keysWe also take the beasttnoneyWe
now have a total of 30,000 pesefHise young guy asks us to
leave him some money for his journey badke give him
5,000 pesetas as he'd got the Coca Cola fofaughe other
guy, nothing, not even watéie split the moneybecause
you never knowl13,000 pesetas to Juan and 12,000 to me.
The boat would soon dock so we start to study a strategy: we
will go out on the gangway mingling with the passengers
and pass through customs. Just like thi&ae simpler the
better

I go to the toilet and shave calmly while Juan has a shower
| put on a pair of blue velvet trousers, a black-and-white-
checked shirt and a sailerberet tilted military style. | also
put on the young guarsl’shoes, which suit my man-of-the-
sea outfit. Juan also dresses up: green jeans, with a strip of
bed sheet as a belt, a long-sleeved blue shirt, white trainers
and a baseball hat to cover his shaved h&rdlecide not to
force the cabin and take the guns because it is toa risky

At half past nine we feel the boat give a buie. are in
Cadg, the boat is docking. | take a small sports bag and put
in a pair of trousers, a roadmap, and other bits and pieces

79

6.

sadald pue siq Jayio pue ‘dewpeos e ‘siasnol jo Jied e ul

1nd pue Beq suods |lews e axel | ‘Buyoop si 1eoq ayl ‘ape)d
ul a1e ‘g\ng e aAIb 1eoq ay) |98} am aulu ised jey 1y

As11 001 SI )1 @snedaq sunb ay) ayel pue uiqed ayl 8210}

01 10U 9pID3[PE[Y PaARYS SIY J9A0D 0] 1By |[eqaseq e pue

Slaurel allym ‘UIys anjq panas|s-buol e ‘)aq e se 19ays paq

Jo diins e yum ‘sueal usalb :dn sassalp 0s|e ueng ‘1IN0 eas

-ay1-Jo-uew Aw 1ns yaiym ‘saoys@end BunoA ayp uo 1nd

osfe | "a|Ais Arelljiw pay|il 1948qi6|Ies e pue UIYS paxoaayd

-9lyM-pue-yoe|q B ‘SIasnodl 18A19A an|g Jo Jied e uo ind |
Jamous e sey uenr ajiym Ajwed aneys pue 139|101 ay1 01 06 |

JENETY

ayy Jajdwis agyl a1 1snc ‘swoisnd ybnoiyy ssed pue

siabuassed ay1 yum Buibuiu Aembueb ayr uo 1No ob |Im

am :ABarens e Apnis 01 UelS am 0S XJ0p UOOS PINOM Jeoq ayL

‘8w 0] 000‘ZT pue uenr 01 seldsad QOO STMOUY JaAau NoA

asneoaghsuow ay ujds appIem uaAs Jou ‘Buiyiou Anb

1810 atgo 4o} e|oD 202 8yl 106 p,ay se selasad 000‘S

wiy anIb apeq Asulnol siy J0) ABuow awos Wiy aned|

01 sn syse Anb BunoA asgiasad Q00 0E O [e101 © aARY MOU

amAauounseaq ay) ayel os|e apshay ayl |le Jo afieyo

ul sI uondadal ay 1e |16 aylksy syl aney uop Aayl 1eyl

pue // uiged ul 10oj} puodas ayl uo dn ase Aayy sn sjja1 ay
pue suodeam ayj 1noge Jaiyd e Jo Bid ay) suonsanb uenp

‘auoje Way) dAe3| am

‘pealsu| "0s Op 0} SI )l Uey) wayl asnge 10U 0} }NJ|yIp alow

e} 11 ‘S8ouBISWNIIID YINS Japun ‘pue spuey JNo ul ale SaAl|

A1y} | 8w 1S4l 8y} 1oy ‘Bulyl swes sy} azijeal 0} Bulu

-uibaq are AayEsajaouajop Y uaym gnpopuey ul Anb e

asnge 01 sI 1l Asea Moy puelsiapun am pue Jauosiid Ino sl ay



08

»oid 01 A|lgewnsaid ‘ebfereb ay) ul umop aaiy) Jayloue ‘reoq
ay1 uo Bumeb xi1s 1unod | sodgjoaidjo [N} sI uod ayl

‘abeisoy e yim 1no Aem Jno 39104 ||,8M pue wiy wJesip [|Im
| ‘TeoJyl Siy 01 ajiuy ayy ind [Im ueng ‘SJuswINdop INo 10y
sn yse Aay1 J| "wayl uo aka ue dasy gpsIUSWINDOP JIBY] J0)
siabuassed Jo ajdnod e Bupjse si Jayjoue ajiym asedns e bul
-yaJeas si psenb e yaiym Jo pua ayl 1e ‘abpuq ay) spJemol peay
am Jaylaimquiasip 01 ajqissod si 11 sn |91 siaxeadspno|
3yl MoN ‘'uondadal ayl 01 ob pue sn ised 1ybu Mem ‘preoq
uo awo9 spienb s se awes ay) Bulgs) sI ssenb | oym
‘ueng 0] uBbis Aue axew | Op Jou ‘Yydul Ue SAOW JUOP | 'Sh
spremol Apoinb yrem pue readde Ajusppns spaenb XIS 10 aAl)
10 dnolb e uatgA 1no o6 03 ajqissod 10U SI 11 1eY] SUIeM
Jaxeadspno| e ybnoliyl 210ASEU0ISNI 01 A1oalIp Spes| eyl
abpuqg e 01 payulj sI 1] ‘patamo| sI Akembueb ayy Ajjeuly
layem Jo amoqg e woly dis e 1o} wiy 0} 1xau b
e Bupjse wiy 8as pue wiy yatem | ‘aouaedw! swes ayl yum
uaddey 01 sbBuiy 1o} Bunrem si uenr ‘siabuassed Jo dnolb
e Buowe ‘aw anusoddo ‘aw 1e Bupjoo| sI ApogAians JI se |99}
| ‘Bunelonioxa mou si uoisus) ayuondadal ay e apuojq
[nyIneaq e yum eale uonexsequasip ayl yoeal pue ‘siabuas
-sed ay1 yum Bulbuiw ‘dn ob appsealrels e 01 Juiod Aay)
pue sI 1Ixa ay1 alaym ajdnod e yse apsIsnb ul sn ybnoiyl
Buiob ate suonesuas Jo spuly ||Vl e ayI| Bueys JjasAw
[93} | 8jdoad yum 19e1U00 uodn pue abesebh ayy ul dn pus ap\
Ajwes o6 am 1ng "a10]aq 991) Ud3(Q JOASU P,| Il SE ‘SUoNdINS
-9 INOYUM punoJse aAow ued | awll 1S4l 8yl SI )l JI se si i
:obuels AloA |99) | 'sirels ayl dn pue uiged ayl JO 1IN0 0B app

"1yBi joAen 01 sjuem aH "abebbn| Aue axejysaop ueng "uon
-uaiul Aw sI 1eued pjnom aAea| uo Jojres BunoA e eyl

that a young sailor on leave would caifiat is my inten-
tion. Juan doeshtake any luggage. He wants to travel light.

We go out of the cabin and up the stairs. | feel very strange:
it is as if it is the first time | can move around without re-
strictions, as if I'd never been free before. But we go calmly
We end up in the garage and upon contact with people | feel
myself shaking like a jelhAll kinds of sensations are going
through us in gustdVe ask a couple where the exit is and
they point to a staircas@é/e go up, mingling with the pas-
sengers, and reach the disembarkation area with a beautiful
blonde at the receptioithe tension is now excruciating. |
feel as if everybody is looking at me. Opposite me, among a
group of passengers, Juan is waiting for things to happen
with the same impatience. | watch him and see him asking a
girl next to him for a sip from a bottle of water

Finally the gangway is lowered. It is linked to a bridge
that leads directly to custon#svoice through a loudspeaker
warns that it is not possible to go out yehen a group of
five or six guards suddenly appear and walk quickly towards
us. | dont move an inch, nor do | make any sign to Juan,
who | guess is feeling the same as frfee guards come on
board, walk right past us and go to the reception. Now the
loudspeakers tell us it is possible to disembaokether we
head towards the bridge, at the end of which a guard is search-
ing a suitcase while another is asking a couple of passengers
for their documentalNVe keep an eye on them. If they ask us
for our documents, Juan will put the knife to his throat, |
will disarm him and we’ll force our way out with a hostage.

The port is full ofpicoletos | count six getting on the
boat, another three down in the garage, presumably to pick
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us up from the cells, and the two cops at the end of the bridge
still searching suitcased/e pass them and, to our relief, no-
body says anything to ud/e go through the area and down a
staircase that ends up in a huge hall with a big table where
the passengers put their bags and suitcases for the guards to
control them. Juan goes ahead of Ashe doesrt’have any
luggage nobody stops him and he heads for the exit. | am
about to follow him when a guard calls me back and says
politely: *Your bag, pleasel’see Juan has stopped and put
himself behind him on the other side of the table, ready to go
into action if need be.

‘Oh, | apologise,1 say ‘Sorry’ | put the bag on the table
and the guard gives it a quick seaMdthen he sees that I'm
not carrying anything illegal he marks a cross on my bag
with a piece of chalk, and gives it back to me with a polite
‘Thank you, sir | don't recoil from being polite and answer:
‘You're welcome.l then take my bag and without hesitating
turn towards the street, towards the exit, towards freedom...

End of story

Fuck, you're a right storyteller—number eight says. It was
like 1 was living it myself.

You told it well—number four appraised—I didmieed
to add anything to it.

Yeah, | think that by him narrating the story alone it loos-
ens up an important part, your personal feelings sensations
and impressions—interrupted number six.—| ddmow if
you guys noticed but each time we tell a story we go into
more detail and each consecutive story gets longer and.longer
We'll leave here as great oratoWe’ll need that when we
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get out in order to convince people! Right nats your
turn, Carlitos, go for it.

"} 1o} 0B ‘sonped ‘uiny
InoA syou 1ybiry jajdoad aduiAuod 01 Japio ul 1no 18H



FROM HUESCAWITH HOSTAGES

SADVLSOH HLIMVYOSINH NOY






I'M GOING TO TRY to give you as many details as possi-
ble so that you can get the picture—number eight began.
Right, the prison in Huesca was used as a point of transit for
prisoners being transferred from Barcelona to Madrid and
Madrid to Barcelona. | knew it as soon as they told me in
Zamora that | was going to be moved there: | sensed that |
would have many chances to get out of there immediately
because it is a very old building.

| arrived at Huesca at the beginningAgifril 1991. But |
was transferred to Logrofio fifteen days later and returned to
Huesca in Julyjust in time for my 28 birthday It was the
twelfth birthday I'd spent in prison and I'd got used to it, it
didn't upset me any more. | numbed my brain with a load of
spliffs and the day passed without joy or sadness, just like
the lastll years.

The way | would have to escape from Huesca was so ob-
vious and simple that | didnbother to think about it. So, |
put all my enegy into getting hold of everything | needed to
prepare the escapko start with, | gave a myself a deadline
of five months within which to carry it outhe 3% of De-
cember was the deadline for attempting to regain freedom.

When | came back to Huesca in July | shared a cell with
Pepe, an old acquaintance from my area. Pepe is a great guy
Back in 1981, he escaped from the Modelo prison armed
with a gun and when he was recaptured six months Feer
tried it again the same wapnd fell outside seriously
wounded by two shots from@ETME So as not to get him
into trouble | didnt mention the escape, which | imagine
must have caught him completely by surprise. | sincerely
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hope that my escape didigive him any problems.

The months passed and | still hadfdund the way to
resolve the material problem of preparing my escape. | spoke
to people, | sounded out willingness and possibilities but
nothing. People talk a lot, they take things on, but when the
time comes to put their words into action they melt like but-
ter in the sun.

—Listen to the poet!—number ten joked.

Shut up and doninterrupt. I'll go on.These people | was
talking about are to be avoided at all cost.

That's how things were when, in the monthAafgust,
they bring El Gorreto, a junkie with a broken arm, to Huesca.
I had met this guy in the prison of Logrofio so | went to look
for him when | heard his name through the loudspeakers. |
asked him about some mutual friends and he told me how he
had gained freedom the previous yé#e had wandered in
Catalufia andragon, between the house of some relatives
in Zaragoza and that of his girlfriesdhother in Huescas
soon as | heard this last bit a spark lit up in my brain and |
asked him nonchalontly if that meant he had been living in
Huesca.

‘Yes,’he said. ‘My girlfriend is the sister of El PirlBheir
parents welcome me in their house no problEmeir mother
is a well known lawyer in that town.’

El Gorreto also told me that he and his girlfriend were
mixed up with shit but both were determined to confiét.of
Well, being ‘determined to comefaff is, as you knoywhat
95 per cent of junkies always s&o | stored all this infer
mation and changed the subject.
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‘Carlos, do you know a guy called Castillo?’ he asked.

‘No,” I answered. ‘At least, | dohknow anyone of that
name. But I've only been here for a short time and don’
know everypody’

‘I'm asking you because | think a guy from my town with
that surname is herehe explained. ‘But I'm not sure if &’
Manolo or his brother Enriqué&nyway, I'll find out.’

‘If I find out any more I'll let you knowOKk?’| said, with-
out any intention of looking for this Castillo.

El Gorreto was on remand and had to go to his wing, so we
said goodbyeThe next day we met again and he told me he
had met the Castillo guyde was in the canteen area and he
pointed him out to me. He was in his thirties, with long hair
and a beard that looked as if he had never cut it in his life. He
was dark-skinned and | reckoned about one seventy metres
tall. Gradually | told El Gorreto my idea, without going into
details, but leaving it so that he could guess what it was about.

El Gorreto was released ten or twelve days after his ar
rival. He left without saying goodbye and as | needed his
address, | went to speak to this Castillo, who was the one
he’d hung out with while he was insidEhis was the first
time I'd spoken to Castillo, so | introduced myself and asked
him if EI Gorreto had left any message for me.

‘No,” he said, observing me carefulliie came to say
goodbye but didrt’'leave any message.’

‘Have you got his Huesca address2isked directly’l
need to get in touch with him.’

‘No, he didnt give it to me, but we agreed that he'd write to
me,’ Castillo said, more relaxed. ‘By the wépw about a cof-
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fee and a chat?’ ‘Ok,’ | agreed, wondering what he was
going to say

We went over to the counteasked for a couple of dou-
bles, then we took our plastic cups and started walking. ‘What
I’'m about to say might upset you, but that El Gorreto talks
too much,’ Castillo caught me by surprise. ‘He told me about
the favour you asked of him.’

‘What are you talking about?’ | asked, starting to get irri-
tated. ‘I dont know what you're getting at.’

‘I've known El Gorreto a long time,’ he continued, ‘we’re
from the same village. | happened to ask him a favour and
when | mentioned it he said | was the second person to ask
him. That's when he pointed you out to me.’

By then | was really angreven if | tried to hide it. So, as
naturally as possible, | said, ‘I still daninderstand what
favour you're talking aboutou’re not being very clear

Seeing my reticence, Castillo, whose first name was
Manolo, decided to get to the point and told me the favour |
had asked of El Gorreto. It was exactly that.

‘But don't worry, Carlos,’Manolo Castillo reassured me.
‘When | realized what a loud-mouth that guy was | made
sure he was never away from me, so | took care to see that
he didnt tell anyone else. | kept an eye on him until he was
released.’

At that point Manolo put his cards on the table. He told
me how his ideas were similar to mine and added that we
would reach our goals more easily if we joined forces. From
that moment on Manolo and | grew closer day by. tdg/
both had very clear ideas and we got on perfectly
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By mid-October we had sorted out all the problems, espe-
cially concerning the mechanical and human matevi@l.
just had to wait for the right moment, which we reckoned
would be the end of December or the beginning of January

But in November there was a kidnapping in Huesca prison.
El Pirla, El Gorretas brothetin-law was the protagonist. He
had been arrested a few weeks earlier for killing a retired cop
during a robberyEl Pirla worked in the football workshop
next to the ‘Miscellanious’ workshop, where | kept my easel
and oil paints. He startedfdfy kidnapping the screw in the
football workshop, then taking the instructor screw he came
to our workshop and stayed locked in there alone asking for
ten grams of heroin, ten of cocaine and a syringe. But he was
recaptured in the space of a couple of hours and was severely
beatenThe press was full of congratulations and praise for
the Governor and his screws. Praise poured down from all
sides: the County Commisionéhne prison Directorate-Gen-
eral, anonymous honest citizens, and so on... Everybody
pointed to the jailers’ decisive action in overcoming the kid-
napper without the help of the police.

| was disgusted by all this of courdsl kinds of com-
ments were being made in the yard. Manolo and | also talked
about the episode and once again we had the same\Wdeas.
both agreed that, if necessame would do a kidnapping to
escape, or die, taking them with ¥ge discussed a recent
case in Germany where four prisoners had escaped after show-
ing that they were prepared to Kill. It is obvious that those
who show that they are prepared to use violence to the full
are the ones that reach freed@mother point is that, once
outside, they blew their headsf.of m of the opinion that
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you have to do things well and then have a bit of luck for
them to succeed.

After the El Pirla kidnapping we had to put up with the
screws boasting about their good work for an entire week.
And it was exactly ten days after the kidnapping that we
learned as we were leaving the workshop that a guy who had
once snitched on Manolo about an escape plan in this very
prison had been transferred back. Logicatky wanted to
Kill him.

‘Carlos,’ he said with a strange light in his eyes, ‘that tyke
is here.’

‘What do you want to do?’ | asked.

‘Well,” he said, ‘we made a pact, so if you ask me not to
take any notice of him | wot’But what | really want to do
is go to that wimp and kill him.’

| didn’t think much about it. Basically | was impatient, |
wanted to act for fucking once and it seemed to me that this
was a good excuse.

‘I’'m not going to ask you not to do him in, but you know
the situationWe should stake everything on our freedom
and try to get it at all costs. If things go wrong we must Kill
as many of them as possible before we fall, right?’ | put to
my comrade.

‘Alright,” Castillo agreed. ‘Gnight we’ll start the party in
the workshop.’

And thats how we reached the decisidde didnt need
to say much in order to understand each other did we
need to make many arrangements for our aciém.had
already discussed everything. But it was a shame that the
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arrival of the snitch pushed us to act on the spur of the mo-
ment, renouncing our beautiful escape plan: calinlythe
silence of the night and with a bit of luck, we’d have been
gone before roll call without them noticing. In that case they
wouldn't have chased us with as much fury as they actually
did. But the situation was gent and we had to make a deci-
sion one way or the othehnd we did.We’d talked a lot
about what we’'d do, if necessatyg avoid making the mis-
takes of other kidnapping¥/’ed gotto the point that when
we got into the workshop that night, it just took one look.

‘Are you ready?l asked him while we were having afesf
‘Yes, and youe questioned me.

‘Of course, lets go for that one|’answered eagetlpoint-
ing to the screw

Without thinking twice we went up to the screw who was
walking around the workshoy/e grabbed him, put the knife
to his throat and took him into hisfize where we tied him
on the floor with the string used for sewing the footballs. His
feet tied to his neck and his hands behind his back. He stayed
there, unable to move an inch—out cdlden we went down
to the Centre and neutralised the head screw and three oth-
ers.We surprised the four of them while they were chattering
away When we stood in front of them armed with knives
they were aghast, with idiotic smiles on their faces.

‘If anyone makes a move | start cutting,” | warned them,
‘So sit down nice and calm.’

‘What's up Carlos2he head of the Centre says. He was called
Jesus and | knew him from Daroca. ‘Come orstatk.’

‘There’s nothing to talk abouou can see for yourself
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what's happening. Behave, so that blood wde shed un-
necessarily | said point-blank, without any respethen |
turned to Manolo and told him to keep a eye on them while
| went to the kitchen to get the big knives.

‘Yes, but be quickhe said nervously

| assured him | would be back immediately then, address-
ing the screwsaid ‘Come on, give me the key to the kitchen.’
In the twinkling of an eye I'd reached my objective and had
the knife at the throat of the boss of the kitchen

‘Quick, bitch, where are the knives?’ Pale and speechless
the boss pointed to a drawérushed to open it and chose
five knives.Three of them had a blade fifteen to twenty cen-
timetres long and the other two were forty to forty-five cen-
timetresThey looked like swords. | came back to the Centre
with the knives. | gave a small and agarone to Manolo.

He went to get the screw in the yard and take him to the
Centre, then he went to get the teachke Centre was get-
ting crowded with newcomers and my comrade didtop
recruiting new hostages.

‘I'm going to get the screw we tied up in the workshop,’
he said.

‘Okay, go and bring some football string to tie this lot up
with when you're at it.’

But while Manolo was in the workshop the gate opened
and the screw in chge came walking towards the Centre. |
was watching over the screws inside and was looking out to
avoid trouble as they were not tied up yiéie door of the

14. Atrusted prisoner in chge of the kitchen.
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gate was behind me and when | heard it opening | turned
towards the screw in clge. Unfortunately for him he wagn’
looking ahead but at some papers he was carrying. So he
didn't realise what was going on until he was past me.

‘Start moving towards the Centre,’l surprised him, mak-
ing sure that the knife was well visible.

‘But what's...?’he seemed about to ask, gesticulating as if
to protest.

| stabbed him slightly in the chest, two centimetres above
his right nippleAs soon as he realised he had been struck he
looked incredulously and ran to hide behind the Central. |
didn’t run after him so as not to leave the entrance to the
Centre unattended, and he ended up hiding in the kitéhen.
that point Manolo came down, because somebody had told
him what was going on. | explained the situation to him and
he went to get the head scr@he guy had locked himselfin
the kitchen but came out when he heard the pathetic wailing
of a screw on whose throat Castillo was holding a 40 centi-
metre long knife. ‘José, open up, they’re killing me!’ the screw
moaned.

Finally the head screw put his head round the door and we
put him in the Centre todVe already had seven hostages
there but Manolo went out again to get the screw from the
workshop. Having had to rush down because of the way things
were going, he hadnbeen able to take him last tinkhis
time he took him but fgot the string\We decided to ask a
mate to throw some down from the first flobnoticed that
a group of screws were watching the whole scene through a
small window in the gate. So, with a threatening look | forced
them to close the spyhole.
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Once the situation was under control again we ordered
the screws to tie themselves to each offileey complied,
not having any choice, and we only had to tie the last one.
After making sure they were completely blocked Manolo
took one of them to the point where we had decided to posi-
tion ourselves. It was on the third floor of the Centre. Before
going any further we should point out that there were no
cells or internal corridors on this level, only a couple of small
storerooms and a corridor that went round the Centre. In the
middle there was a drop of ten or twelve metres. It was an
impregnable position, which couldie stormed without us
first liquidating all our hostages.

Manolo went up to this lookout point with a screw and
after tying a piece of string round his neck, attached him to
the bannisteHe forced him to cross his feet, and after tying
them togetherhe doubled the knot at his hands.soon as
he’d finished with the first screw he asked me to send him
another one, and repeated the whole tying-up cererady
S0 on, to the last one, with whom | also went up. | had got
hold of two walkie-talkies and once we’d done tying them
up, we called the main gate. It must have been about five in
the afternoon. From that moment the pyschological battle
had begun.

Ouir first contact was with another head s¢gr@isknamed
El Pistolero. | was in chge of negotiations. Manolo just
butted in at times to call them sons of bitchs and othefr stuf
like that.

‘Who am | talking to?" El Pistolero asked.

‘It doesnt matter who you are talking tol,’answered.
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‘What matters is that you listen carefully and, more impor
tant, that you do as we say

‘What are you trying to achieve?’

‘For the moment I'm putting you on to one of your col-
leagues so that he can explain the situation to you. But you
can start contacting the County Commissioitare is the
guard in chage, José Sanz.’

| then passed the walkie-talkie to the guy but before press-
ing the button | warned him, &Il him whats going on and
watch it.” He nodded.

‘I'm José Sanz. Listen, they have eight of us up here, all
tied up. Its a very tricky situation. I'm wounded, even if it
doesnt seem to be too seriouBhey are two inmates and
they are armed with kitchen knives.’

‘Are you sure you are alright?’ El Pistolero asked.

| answered, “¥s, hes fine.As soon as th€Eommissioner
arrives, get him to contact uss for the Governgrhe’d bet-
ter hurry up.Things will get very dangerous if we lose our
temper get it?’

‘The Warden has been alerted andsta his wayWe are
trying to contact th€ommissionet he tried to calm me down.

‘Right, I'm cutting of all communication until th&Var-
den gets here,’ | said, putting an end to the conversation.

Then | turned to Manolo and asked how he was feeling.
He said he was feeling great. He was actually a bit excited
and every now and again would deal out a few slaps to the
screws at randonAll the same he didb’'miss anything. |
liked his coolness and was happy to have such a comrade for
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an undertaking like this.

‘Esteve, can you hear me?’ said a voice from the walkie-
talkie.

‘Yes. Is that th®&Varden?1 asked.

‘No,” the voice replied. ‘I'm the psychologist. Can we
talk?’

‘Very well, smart-arse] said pretending to be very an-
gry. ‘Look here, just think, between my comrade Manolo
and myself we’ve done nearly 30 years’ prison. Do you know
what that means®/hat do you want, idiotPo psychoana-
lyse us? Or maybe you want to tell us a fairytale? Get lost,
motherfucker the Warden had better hurry up. Otherwise
the partys about to begin.’

‘The Wardens coming right awgyEsteve,the psycholo-
gist explained franticallyl just wanted to talk to you.’

There was a moment of silence, after which we heard a
different voice.

‘Esteve, Esteve, &' me théWarden.What is it that you
want?’

‘We want to make a scene out thelsaid.

‘| assure you that I'm ready to authorise your transfer to
hospital immediately said the Governor

‘| guess you didrt'get it.We dont want to go to hospital.
We want to go out. So, find us a helicopter

‘No that is impossible,” he interrupted.

‘Alright,’ | said pretending to agree reluctantye’ll take
a car But dont say noWe've already accepted your refusal
of a helicopter and we wanaccept any more. Do you get
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it?’ | shouted.

‘Yes, | understand Esteve. But | need to hear from the Jus-
tice Departmentirst.’

‘Alright,’ | accepted. ‘But meantime we want to talk to the
Commissionebefore half past six. Call us when you get news
but dont forget the deadline.’

| cut the communication and started to analyze the situa-
tion with Manolo.We were still in a state of controlled eu-
phoria.We were well aware of the danger we were running
into, given that we had no intention of surrendering follow-
ing a negotiation. It was clear that we’d either achieve our
goal or we’d kill all our hostages one by oAad we had
eight of them. Every time | think about these moments I'm
always surprised by the lucidjtyerenity and clarity of mind
we had at that moment, when life was hanging by a thread.
Also, our hearts were pumping hard and the adrenaline was
producing a pleasant sensation.

We asked for water and some fellow prisoners brought us
some bottles of it, ctfe and cigarette$hey demonstrated
their sympathy and solidarity with our action consta@iyni-
cism was the order of the day

The same prisonekst us know that the lights in the yards,
on the roofs and on the walls had all been switchEdntl
that a huge number pfcoletoswere positioning themselves
on the roofs. It was now a quarter past six in the afternoon,
so | called the main gate.

‘Gate, can you hear me, Gate? Hurry up, answer some-
body"
‘Yes? I'm theVice-Commissionet
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‘Where is theCommissione?’ | asked.

‘He’s busy trying to get in touch with the Governor in Ma-
drid.’

‘Ah, right, are you taking me for an idiot or whaffie
Governor should have been contacted and informed about
the situation by nowDon't try to play games with us if you
want things to work out.t8p your tricks and put the lights
on in the yards and on the roofs immediatég/for the cops
positioning themselves on the roofs, they'd better not do any
bullshit or we’ll start slitting throats|’'threatened firmly

‘We're going to put the lights on’, théce-Commissioner
answered. ‘But there ardrény policemen on the roofs.’

‘Don’t tell lies, because thatstupid And remember that
time is running out for thEommissioneto get here,’ | said,
laughing to myself. “6u have only five minutes left.’

| discussed it with Manolo and we both agreed to give
them some more tim&his time it was Manolo who said in
a nasty voice: ‘Listen son of a bitch, we've moved the dead-
line to a quarter past seven. But stop messing a&ite
not putting it of again.’

Manolo was considered a dangerous crazy guy in Huesca
because of the various fights he’'d been involved in while he
was in CategonA there.This image was so fixed in the
screws’ minds that throughout the kidnapping both the hos-
tages and their colleagues insisted through the walkie talkies
that | try to keep him under control. He really got them into
a panic.This was a great advantage because it made our
threats more real.

But, let’s get back to where we were: at seven they asked
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us for more time and we gave them until half p@é#&.also

freed a hostagelhe teacher to be precisé/e untied him

and let him go to explain the situatiorhis would have a
positive efect for us at a psychological levdlhe teacher
jumped down the stairs three steps at a time, perhaps he was
afraid that we might change our minds about what we’d just
done.

Following this liberation they must have thought that it
was just one of the usual kidnapping&at played in our
favour, as you'll see in a bit. Meantime they were beginning
to play with us. First, they didnfespect the second deadline
and we let them feel satisfied with that., @t least, we let
them stew in their own juic&he Commissionedidn’t turn
up, even though | was sure he woutdme far awayWith
every minute that passed they felt psychologically stronger
seeing that we werencarrying out our threats.

Around half past seven we decided to show our indignance.
We launched a series of insults through the walkie-talkie and
let the hostages speak to implore them to geCibramis-
sionerto comeThat was when they told us that themmis-
sionefs secretary was going to talk to us.

‘Listen, I'm the Commission€els secretary a flat voice
said.

‘Well, what’s your dear boss up ta?answered.

‘He’s on his wayHe was close by when we let him know
he said as an explanation. ‘lddate because of the tiiaf’

What a nerve, listen to what kesayingTraffic in Huesca!
Then he suggested coming and talking to us.

‘Okay, but you must come in alone and stay at the Centre.
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We can talk from there but | repeat, you must come albne,’
warned.

Not five minutes had passed when the guy turned up at
the Centre. He must have been little more than forty and
didn’t look very like a secretarur discussion was very
short. | was sure thEommissionemwas not far away and
both Manolo and | were beginning to tire of their game.

‘I'm not swallowing that story about the tfaf’ | greeted
him.

‘| can’t give you any other explanation because therg isn’
one,” he answered without losing his composure. ‘If you tell
me what you want | can inform him with the telephone in
the vehicle that is bringing him here.’

‘Y ou listen to me [ said, pronouncing every syllable. ‘The
Commissionehad better get a move on because if wetdon’
hear his voice in 15 minutes we will hand over the first corpse
toyou.’

‘Keep calm, dort' do anything rashthe guy said.

‘Go away and dom’forget to report what you've seeh,’
dismissed him. But before he went that guy had the chance
to hear Manolo shouting, 0dr shit of a boss had better come
soon,” my comrade growled.

The man claiming to be the secretary finally went and
once he was out of sight a friend of ours told us that the guy
was a captain of the HuesGaardia Civil. | immediately
called with the walkie-talkie.

‘Gate,’ they answered.

‘It s the Gate here, what do you want?’
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‘Pass me th€ommissionés secretary| said, careful to
stress the word ‘secretary’.

‘Wait a moment, he’just coming,he answered.

‘| want to ask you a question,’ | said, recognizing his voice
at the other end of the walkie talkie. ‘When a captain of the
Guardia Civil gets promotion, what grade is he promoted to?’

‘I don’t understand youlie answered after a short silence.

‘For a captain of thpicosyou are quite stupi¢tou didnt
fool anyoneAnyway, at least you'll have realized how filif
cult it is to attack us, haveryou?’

‘| can’t hear you very wellhe tried to feign.

It was from that moment that they started playing with the
communication.They didnt realize that they were doing
something stupidlhey had relaxed on a psychological level
because, in spite of our threats, nothing was happening that
was any diferent to other cases in the past. So, when they
found thenselves faced with the inevitable all their ideas
and hopes went to pot.

It was just past eight o’clock when, after various attempts
to enter into communication and make the screws shout a bit,
theCommissionestarted speaking. He began by saying that
the batteries of the walkie-talkies were going down and that
the Commissionerof the region hadt’arrived yet, but he
was nearly there.

‘Listen,” | reminded him, ‘we want you to put your dark
green Peugeot 505 turbo-diesel with Madrid number plates
outside the gate with a full tank’.

‘| can’t do that without authorisation from Madritig¢ tried

101

TOT

paL] §RLPBN WOl uonesLioyine INoYlIm Jey)l op 1,ued |,

" uey |[ny e yum areb ayl apisino
sale(d Jaquinu puUpPe Yum |9Salp-0gin) GOG 108bnad uaalb
iep InoA ind 01 noA Juem am, ‘wiy papulwal | ‘ualsi,

"2191 Alleau sem

ay 1nq ‘194 panlueapey uoibal syl JAIBUOISSILWOD a3yl

Teyl pue umop Bulob alam sajel-anjem ay) Jo sausneq ayl

1ey1 Buikes Aq uebaq aH "Bunjeads pale1gauOoISSILIWOD Y]

‘11 ® 1N0YS SM3JIS 8y} 9xewW pue uoiediunwwod ojul 1ajus 0}
sydwane snouea Jaye ‘usym X202,0 1ybis 1sed 1snl sem 1|

10d 01 JUam sadoy pue

seapl J1ay) |[e a|gelAaul 8yl YlIM pade) S8A|9sUaY]l punoy

Aoyl uaym ‘oS -1sed ayl ul sased Jayio 01 Jualaup Aue sem

1ey) Buluaddey sem Buiylou ‘syeaiyl Jno Jo auds ul ‘asnedaq

[9A9] [ed160joyoAsd e uo paxejal pey Aayipidms Buiylawos

Bulop a1am Asyl eyl azifeal upip A8yl uolesiunwuwod
ay1 yum Buike|d paprels Ayl rey) Juswow Jey) Wwouy sem |
‘ubl1a) 01 pain ay’||[am A1aA noA Jeay 1,ued |,

£NO/AUBARY ‘SN >oene 01 sl nd

IHI MOy pazijeal aney ||.noA 1sea| 1e AemAuyauoiue |00
1upip nopidnis alnb are noAsoaldy) Jo ureided e 104,

"90U3|IS LI0YS B J)je palamsue aljnoA pueisiapun 3,uop |,
.£,01 palowoud ay si apeib yreym ‘uonowold s186 [IA1D BIpIRND
ay) Jo ureided e Uayp, ‘onjel anjjem ayi Jo pus Iaylo ay) 1e
99210A sIy Buiziubooai ‘pres | ,‘uonsanb e noA yse 0] Juem |,

‘palamsue ay‘buiwod 1snl,ey ‘uswow e Jepn,
" Are1a10as, plom ayl ssans
01 |njoJed ‘pres |A1e1a109s IpUOISSILILIODY) BW SSed,



[40)

-lBqy| ‘oW Jeay ued NoA Mouy | “Siaxonuaylow ‘areo),
:pIN0YS pue apyj|el-anjjem ayl U0 paydlms |
;1sed [jam sey auljpeapsainuiw 0M] ay1 )l SI SIYl ‘|9,
‘palamsue OJouB|A ‘91| NOA JBABUBYMN,
,'9sd109 © WaY) puas 0] W09
Sey juswow aylya| sawn ousmay) oS ‘obiwe ‘sn anal|
-9 uop |Ins Aayduiol al1,am Muiyl sajoyasie asayl,
:0JOUBIA| 0] pauln) | Jamsue ue BulAl®dal 10U ||INS
eay noA piq, :pareadal pue Jamsue Aue 136 1,upip |
S puelsiapunfpoq 1s.i) ayl JaAljap
[.@M S8INUIW OM] Ul dALLIE JUSBO[A3UOISSILIWOD 3yl J,
‘urebe Bueads pauels | paysiul A3yl Usymn
‘a1e| Bulaq 10JauUoISSILIWOTDY) 18 pawie
alom s)nsul 1siom ayl ndpoghiana Buising altem Asyl
"9l JIay1 anes 0] sanbea||09d JIay) Haqg pue auo Aq auo eads
Wiay1 19 | S|qaym 0] X[l Way) 13| 0} aw payse |[e Asy
pue sn pieay Aayl uaym 1no payeal) paxyoo| sabeisoy ayl
‘palamsue apelwod Aw ,‘Yo0ys e way)
aAIb 01 asdi02 e way) puss 97 "wajgoid ou ‘Wb ||v,
Apog peap auo 1ses| 1e pasau am 1ey)
Swaas 1l paloadxa se ‘pual) AW, ‘pres Jeay pinod Aayl eyl
0S uo apje1-apjjem ayl Buidaay ‘ojour|y 01 pauin] | usyl
"ayrealq auo ul 1no painod |18Ylle SMalos
InoA Bulj 1noge a1ed Juop ampres eyl dusne ay ul alp
M J1 1IYS & 9AIB 1Uop ‘@Hels 1 ale SMaLIS INOoA JO UaAas
10 SaAI| a8y 1eyl 196iquap pue sasnaxa Bupjew dols,
“Teys
op 01 Jamod ayl aAeyuop | ‘puelsiapun 01 AiL, ‘IsIsul 0]

to insist. “Try to understand, | donhave the power to do
that.’

‘Stop making excuses and dobiorget that the lives of
seven of your screws are at stalkée. dont give a shit if we
die in the attemp that saidwe dont care about killing your
screws eithet| poured out in one breathe.

Then | turned to Manolo, keeping the walkie-talkie on so
that they could heal said, ‘My friend, as expected it seems
that we need at least one dead body

‘All right, no problem. Lets send them a corpse to give
them a shock,” my comrade answered.

The hostages looked freaked out when they heard us and
they all asked me to let them talk to ttheble | let them
speak one by one and beg their colleagues to save their life.
They were cursing everybodiput the worst insults were
aimed at th&€€ommissionefor being late.

When they finished | started speaking again,

‘If the Commissionedoesnt arrive in two minutes we'’ll
deliver the first bodyUnderstand?’

| didn’t get any answer and repeated: ‘Did you hear?’
Still not receiving an answer | turned to Manolo:

‘These arseholes think we're jokinghey still dont be-
lieve us, amigo. So thesho time left. The moment has
come to send them a corpse.’

‘Whenever you like,” Manolo answered.

‘Well, this is it.The two minutesteadline has well past.’
I switched on the walkie-talkie and shouted:

‘Gate, motherfuckers. | know you can hear me. IChen-
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missionelis there he must come now or the party will begin.’
Still I got no answerso | just added:
‘Very well, you shits, you asked for it.’

No sooner said than done, | left the walkie talkie on the
ground, picked up one of the short knives and went towards
the head screwHe was following thesuccessiomf events,
his face a picture of terrdithout a word | stabbed him first
in the right side, just above the livév¥ith the blow he started
screaming.The other hostages also exploded into screams
and shouts all togethevost of them were crying in despera-
tion. | had hit the head screw with such force that | cut my
index finger with the steel point sticking out of the blade.

‘Ouch, you shit. Ouch, you're killing me,’ the head screw
screamed.

At that point | saw red. | stabbed him in the chest and neck
15 or 20 times. My thrust and force was so strong that the
handle broke dfthe knife and the blade stayed inside his
body But that didnt stop me. | took another knife the same
size and kept on stabbing him. Finalyhen | got tired of
stabbing him with that knife | took a forty centimetre one
that looked almost like a sword and struck him with the blade
in the back of his neck arwh his forehead various times, as if
| was chopping him with an axe.

‘Die once and for all, motherfucker!” | shouted at him.

The cop was biting the knife to try to stop it and he still
had the courage to fight back, until he passed out.

‘You want to kill me?'ou shit, you want to kill melhe
repeated.

In actual fact, when they realised we were going to Kkill
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them, the other screws started screaming louder than the one
that was being stabbed. | dokhow if it was out of compas-
sion for their colleague or just fear

Once | finished the stabbing, | pushed him under the
banister to throw him into the voitlhe other screws begged
me hysterically not to do it. | was about to cut the rope that
was keeping him tied to the banister by the neck so that he
would fall because of his own weight as, having his feet on
the ground he washhanging, when Manolo said, ‘Pull him
up, CarlosThis guy’ and he pointed to Jesus Mata, the boss
of the Centre, ‘has promised to let us have the car if we don’
throw him down.’ | took the cop by the belt and lifted him
up. When | let him go, he hit his head against the banister
and must have broken his jaw because you could hear some-
thing breaking. He lay there with his head on the banister
like a rag doll.

| took the walkie talkie and called the gate.

‘Gate, you wanted a body¥ell, you've got one now've
just bumped dfthe head screw and if you dostop playing
around with the communications and tBemmissioner
doesnt get here right awayve’ll execute another hostage.’

‘Esteve, calm down,’ they said on the walkie talkie. ‘The
Commissionetis almost here, he’ll come and talk to you
soon’The prisoners, for their part, got very excited at the
sight of bloodWhile | was stabbing the head screw they
were shouting all together: ‘Kill him! Kill him! Kill him!’
When it was overthere was a round of applause. | asked
them to bring me some stub treat my wounds and a couple
of prisoners went to the infirmary to fetch it.
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It turned out that when all the confusion started, one of
our comradesamed Sebas was having a vi$itese visits
took place in the perimetre area, so he was still oui&fths.
consulting me on the matteheWardensent him to talk to
us.That was before the stabbiMye talked. He told me about
the massive mobilisation of cops at the Gate and said that he
was sure that he hadiseen th&€ ommissioneputside, even
though he had never seen him before. | asked Sebas to go out
again and tell the cops that we wanted a\édren he got
back | had already done in the head scide told us that
they were waiting foAsuncion“to arrive and asked me to let
him take away that rag doll of a stabbed screw

‘What for? Hes already deadl’said, astounded.
Then the boss of the Centre butted in,

‘He’s still alive, Esteve. I've just seen a spasm. Let Sebas
take him awayplease. If you do, | promise you I'll make
sure you get a car even if | have to come to blows with the
Commissionerthe prisoWardenor his fucking mothet

| saw that Manolo nodded in agreement so | also accepted
the deal, ‘All right, take him away Seb&sd tell them out-
side not to do anything stupid.’

‘Don’t worry friend,’he answered. ‘I think you’ll make it
because they are really shitting themselves.’

Then, with the help of another prisong@Madrilian called
Eduardo, they lifted up the head screw and carried him.away
Of course, after massacring him | doubted whether he would
be able to survive. I'd given him up for dead, otherwise |
wouldn't have let them take him away

I heard on the radio that when he arrived at the hospital he
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had a broken jaymore than thirty stab wounds and a pulse
of six beats per minute—number four intervened. He was
tough, that son of a bitch—number ten commented.

Right, let me carry on with the story eight continuisl.
soon as he was pulled through the door they called me with
the walkie talkie to tell me that tfi@mmissionewas there
and was about to come in. He came in, accompanied by an-
other two personnages who introduced themselves as a gov-
ernment envoy and a representative of the Popular,Party
whose role in the event | didrjuite understand.

The dialogue with th€ommissionewas a disasteFaced
with our resolution, instead of coming to an agreement the
guy wanted to show biiow tough he was, saying he refused
to talk to us unless we calmed down. He told us he wauldn’
authorize a caat least not immediately

Manolo jumped at his words and pointed the knife at the
throat of a hostagé\nd as he pushed the blade against the
throat he screamed at t@®@mmissioner

‘If you won’t see reason, I'll cut his throat.’

But the guy said that he didrihtend to carry on like that
and that he was going to go. Manolo and | started insulting
him. People started hissing at him and even a few screws
hurled some obscenities at him. But @@mmissionekept
his word and went awawe were disappointed because from
the start we had counted on tbemmissionebeing the one
to facilitate our exit with his authorityhings beinghe way
they were, we decided to put the pressure on exclusively
through thedoble And to up the anteve let the boss of the
Centre goWe were banking on his word but, above all, we
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were banking on his colleagues who were still in our hands.
We were sure he would try to seek the support of the squad
in order to put pressure on t@®@mmissioner

Before he left | said to him clearly:

‘Remember that five of your colleagues are still with us.
If we are refused a car we’'ll kill them one by one.’

‘Sure, | promise you that you’ll get out of here with the
car’ Then, turning his colleagues, he tried to reassure them:
‘Don’t worry, I'll get you out of this situation.’

‘We trust you, Jesus. Ddret us down,'some of them
managed to whimper

As soon as he was freed, he made contact with us through
the walkie talkie. | asked him to send me Sebas and to let me
speak with theloble

‘Yes?’asked the director again.

‘Listen to me, get a car ready for us if you damant this
to end in a bloodbath,’ | threatened.

‘I'm waiting for permission from the Secreta@eneral
of the Prison System,’ he answered.

‘Look, | don't give a shit abousuncion,’l snapped. ‘W
don't want to wait any longeget it?’

‘Mr Asuncion is on his wayhe insisted. ‘Please, wait for
him to get here.’

‘We'll see. Call Jesus Mata, the chief of the Centre,’
said.

‘Whats up, EsteveMata answered immediately

‘Y ou know the situation better than anyone | said. So, sort
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out the car in half an hour or we’ll hand over another dead
screwWe wont give you any more time. Either you give us
the car in half an hour or we’'ll do a repeat of what happened
to the head scret said.

‘Don’t worry Esteve. I'll manage to get a car for you even
if | have to mobilise the entire team of guards.’

‘Right then, we’re waiting,l replied impatiently

| hadnt even put down the walkie talkie, when Manolo
called me. ‘This guy is collapsing on me,’ he said.

It was true The screw that Manolo was pointing the knife
at was losing consciousness in his arms, while his face was
changing colour-rom blue to purple. He was having a heart
attack.

‘Gate, Gate,’ | called nervously through the walkie talkie.
‘Gate here, what do you want.’

‘One of the hostages is having a heart attack. Send us a
doctor if you dort want the guy to kick the bucket without
us even having to stab him.’

A long, intense and seemingly interminable silence in the
communication followed, until after a while | heard the voice
of the boss of the Centre again.

‘Esteve, its Jesus Mata. Do you give us your word that
you will respect the doctors?’

‘We give you our word) answered. ‘Dort’'worry as soon
as they finish with the patient they’ll be allowed to go, no
problem. But they’'d better get a move on otherwise the guy
will be dead.’

‘The doctor the medical assistant and Sebas are coming
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now’, he answered.

A few minutes later two doctors, tBdS assistant and
Sebasalongwith Eduardo, the other prisoner who had come
earlier came up the stair$vVhen the door was opened the
doctor who was carrying the oxygen, came runnihigat
same morning | had had argament with him and coming
face to face with me now he was shitting himself. He prob-
ably thought he was going to pay for it, leggot So we
had to send Sebas back down to pick up the oxygen cylinder

While the doctor and the assistant tended the man with the
heart attack and another with tachycardia, | started speaking
to Sebas, who always collaborated totaHg said he thought
we’d won the game because he had seeddhkejust go out
to fill up the fuel tank of his car to put it outside for us. Our
fellow prisoners said the same because they had segobilee
on television moving his cafhe news was also broadcast
on the radio. | put on the earphones and heard from a local
radio station that they were clearing the road up to the prison
to leave the way open.

‘Sebas, when they bring the car | want you to check the
main door for us before we go out to avoid any unpleasant
surprisesWill you?’ | asked him.

‘Yes,’he answered categoricallipon’t worry, if they are
setting something up for you I'll let you kndw

‘Anyway, if they shoot our headsfasut there I'll die in
the street fighting for my freedom,’ | said full of pride.

‘Don’t worry my friend, you're going to make ithye en-
couraged me.

At that moment the walkie talkie rang again. It was the
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boss of the Centre. ‘Estevesitlesus Mata. Let me speak to
the doctor for a minute. Sebas must have told you that the
Director has gone to fill up the tank of his,can?’

‘Yes, he told me’, | answered, ‘I just hope he daegn’
over the time limit, it'll be up in ten minutes. Now the doc-
tor is coming.’

| passed the doctor to him.

‘It' s Xavier’ the doctor said.

‘How is the colleague?’ Mata inquired.

‘He’s had a heart attack and we are giving him oxygen.
I've given him an injection but hein ugent need of medi-
cal assistance in hospital,” Xavier warned.

‘Ask them if they’ll let him go,’ | heard Mata asking. |
took the walkie talkie and answered myselfs'ltiot possi-
ble. No one will get out of here until the car is ready and all
the doors are opefiime is running out for the deadline, so
he can hold orAnd if the deadline passes and we dbave
the caythere wort be any need for medical assistance. Just the
coroner for the autops$o, thedoblehad better hurry up.’

‘Esteve, dort do anything stupid,Mata kept up. ‘The
Commissionewill be here at any minute.’

‘I hope so and hopeyou’re not getting up to something,’
| warned. ‘Dont do anything to the car and doplay with
the gearbox, like they did in Huelva.’

They hadnt finished talking when the boss of the section
interrupted.

‘Just a moment Estevé&he director is here. Now you can
speak.’
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‘Is the car ready?’ | asked.

‘Yes, thedoble answered firmly‘I’'m just waiting for a
communication from\suncions to get authorisation.’

Once again the guy was playing for time.

‘No waiting!" | screamed into the walkie. ‘Either we go
now or we’'ll do what we said. | want you to put the car out-
side the main gate, facing away the same time you must
open all the doors, from the first to the 1a3te nearest cop
stays on th®pposite pavemenNo tricks, or we'll act ac-
cordingly And dont forget, we’re not going to make things
easy

‘All right,” he finally agreed. ‘But you must let two agents
in so that they can lock up your companions, the other pris-
oners. Otherwise | candpen all doors you understand.’

‘All right,” | conceded. ‘But close them between the gates
and not in the cells. Let them come now

| askedeveryonedo go to the gates, which they did without
any problem. | told Sebas to go to the main doorardo
the car to check that everything was all right: doors open and
no police around. dlso asked him to be ready to open the
way for us and to be ready to follow my instructions. ‘Qkay
he said, and went dowAs agreed with theoble the two
screws came in and locked the gates of the corridors with the
prisoners insideAfter finishing their task the screws went
away

At this point | must remind you that the whole thing had
started with thetbol’ who had snitched on Manolo. During

15. The general secretary of the prison system.
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the kidnapping | asked him if he wanted to go and kill the
snitch, but Manolo let it pass and told me that the most im-
portant thing was to get awd§our attempt failed then we’d
consider it.

When Ireckoneceverything was ready | called tAéarden

‘Are you there Jesus Mata®e are about to come out
with two hostages. Careful, because at the slightest move
everything will go to the devil, get it.’

‘| get it, but let the invalids out first so that they can be
taken to hospital,” he asked me.

‘All right. We only need two hostages so as soon they let
us know that everything is okawe'll let the others come
down in front of usThey will go with the doctor and the
medical assistant. Get Sebas to come to the Centre,’ | added.

Sebas came immediately

‘Everything is as you wanted, whenever you like.’

‘Right, let’s get rid of this lot,I said to Manolo.

And thats what we didAfter the screwsventdown and
started to go out weentdown. Going through the first door
of the gate | remember a deluge of applause and shouting
breaking out, wishing us good lugkfew metres before the
wall | asked Manolo to stop there out of range until | got into
the car and called him.

‘My friend,” | remember saying, ‘if they nab me give it to
them before they get you too. I'mfof

I went through the perimetre with the knife well planted

on the hostage’throat.After the perimetre there was the
last stretchThe car was there with the doors open. Near the
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car was the boss of the Centre. | saw the guardhouse with the
lights off and the door half-open.

‘That door!" | shouted. ‘I want to see that door completely
shut. Mata, stand in front of it.’

The guy did as he was told and went to closksit went
forward towards the car | could see a police deployment to
the right of the prison and opposite the boys of the press
having fun like kids, climbing up on to the balconies. | sat on
the back seat of the ¢adragging the screw with me, and
once | was well covered, | yelled to Manolo.

‘All clear, partnerand mind the guards.’
‘I'm of f,” | heard him answer

He was at the wheel of the car in a flash. He started the
engine and we went out with the siren screaming, just to take
the piss. It was raining slightly when we got through the gate.
It was about ten o’clock in the evening. Five or six hundred
metres on we came across a control with lots of dazzling
lights and full ofpicoletos

‘Friend, I'm going to run them ovgiManolo said without
hesitation.
‘Go for it, my friend,” | encouraged him.

And as he was changing gear to drive into them, we real-
ized that all the guards had their hands up, except one who
was signalling us to go oihey were clearing the way for us!
We passed Guardia Civil cars every 500 metres along the way

We were driving along the N240 towards Lérida and after
about eight or ten kilometres we realized they were follow-
ing us.We expected it, of coursé/e recognized a Renault
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21 and a Ford Sierrdhe Renault passed us. It wanted to
slow us down, but Manolo knew how to use a steering wheel
and overtook them with a dangerous manouivieey tried
overtaking us again but we didtet them pass. Now there
were four undercover cars chasing us but Manolo started
speeding up and distanced th&we deviated from the N240
towards the regional HU-864 and HU 872 at Fragen we
shook them dfby taking country tracks. Much lateround
1.30am we dropped fothe hostages in a place called Les
Borges del Camp iffarragom.

We tried to change cars at about 2.30am because we had
a flattyre and it was impossible to change the wheel as there
was no crick or any tools in the cartried to nick a 127
outside a bar in Riudons, Reus, | forced the guy inside to get
out by pointing the knife at his throdthe car didrt’ start
and the guy came back with reinforcements. One of them
hurled himself at me and | stabbed him in the chest making
him fall the ground, stone deatfe escaped from there and
shortly afterwards we abandoned the car in gegdnidden
among the rushes.

We walked along the bank of a stream, moving away the
branches that got in our walystill had enough sense of hu-
mour to recall a scene Bapillonand for a moment we were
in stitches.We went on for about 25 kilometewalking
through streams, marshes and fieldisd it never stopped
raining.

When we had to cross a road we did it with our hearts in
our mouths, at high speed, throwing ourselves into the ditch
as soon as we saw any car headlights.
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We followed the railway track right to Cambrili&/e tried
to find somebody there but it waspossible, so we went on
our way

Dawn took us by surprise near Salgve needed to hide
immediately We spotted a little farm, forced open the door
and went insideWe took of our clothes and shoes, which
were disgusting, and ate some sultana grapes that were grow-
ing in the courtyard. | put on some blue overalls and Manolo
some other clothes that we found th&¥e. also found some
spirit and some Paternmawhich we mixed together and
drank in the hope that it would warm us up. | was exhausted
and fell asleep. Manolo woke me up, shaking me,

‘Carlos, wake up, the guyom the farm is coming.’

| took the knife and we went out to take the guy who was
approaching. He was a pensioner who had come to feed the
little dog that he kept on the farM/e put him in the house
after threatening him with a kniféhe man took it all very
calmly and collaborated perfectly

At first we wanted to leave him tied up but when he told
us he had diabetes we decided to take him with us, which he
himself had asked.

‘Okay, we dont want to leave you tied up here and then
get done for murdelvou drive the car and do what we tell
you, okay?’ | suggested.

‘Yes, yes, all right. Believe me, | domvant to give you
any trouble,’ he promised.

The guy kept his word.
16. A kind of cider
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Before setting dfl cut Manolos hair and beardhat way
we looked like two farm labourers with their bogge got
into the car and reached Barcelowthen we got out of the
car the man turned and calmly walked awdg didnt re-
port us until he got back to Salou.

We settled in a house that belonged to my mother
changed our clothes then jumped over a fence and broke
into another house.

That night the GEOS stormed three houses in the area:
my mothers, and the houses on either sileey were about
to storm the house we were hiding in but in the end they
didn’t do it. The fact that it was locked from the outside with
a padlock must have convinced them. Nevertheless they sur
rounded the whole area and all the men had to show their
documents to come in and go out.

We feared they would repeat the raid again that night, so
we decided to leave the ar&ome peopléelped us to put
makeup on and dress up as gypsy wormeud. with all the
impudence in the world we walked right under their noses.
After a while, when the policaidwas far behind us, | started
taking the piss out of Manolo and only stopped laughing to
tell him that we had théaces of two great whoregvell,
later we sorted ourselves out, but thdbie story of the es-
cape What do you think?

Shit, what a fiend you are—said Six.-ettalk about Xosé
but you're also a devil at telling stories. One day you'll have
to tell us something about when you wer¥i@tnam, eh?—

Piss of...
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AND THEY CARRIED ON,AS ALWAYS, jumping from

one subject to anothdor hours and hour§heir conversa-
tions were usually frivolous and trivial, at least so they seemed
to me, though sometimes they went into things a little more
deeply and philosophised in their own way

However | was deeply moved by their escape stofibey
were just a series of thrilling adventures, true, but they de-

serve to be told because | believe they reveal something more.

Their protagonists all had an indomitable spirit of rebellion
and a longing for freedom above everythitge And | must
emphasize: above everythiatse

As for me, nothing could take the place of freedom, other
than death. | could not conceigéprison as anything other
than synonymous with death. Before meeting these people |
had never thought of the possibility of finding myself pris-
oner Evenafterwards it stil difficult, | canimagine being
locked up in a cage but not much more than that. I'd have
stopped eating, singing, skippirig, other words—iving.

Not them.

Later, with fragments of other conversations, | managed
to find out how their stories ended.

Number two was recaptured in Cérdoba two months and
ten days after his escape. He went into adbaoman recog-
nized him from the newspapers and alerted the police. He
was surrounded by five or six policemen in plain clothes and
when they saw he was trapped, they arrested him.

Number six enjoyedhis freedom for seventy-one days.
One of his accomplices grassed him up, and the house in

119

61T

ur asnoy ayl pue ‘dn wiy passelb sadldwoade siy Jo sauQ
'sAep auo-Aluanas 1o} wopaall siyakolua XIS JlaquinN

‘wiy pasalie Aay) ‘padden sem ay mes Aayl usym
pue say10jo ure|d ul uswaljod XIS 10 8Al} AQ PpapUNOLINS SeM
9H '991j0d ay1 pausje pue siadedsmau ayl woil wiy paziu
-6o2al uewonaaee ojul lUsM aH "adedsa Siy Jale sAep ual
pue syluow oM] BqopIoD ul painidedal Sem oM] JaquinN
"pPapua Sal0]s Iayl Moy 1IN0 puly 01
pabeuew | ‘suonesiaAu0d I18Y1o Jo sluswbel] yum iare

‘wayl 10N

‘Buint-spiom Jayio ‘Guiddrys ‘Buibuis ‘Buires paddois

aAey p,| ‘Teyl ueyl alow yonw jou Ing abed e ul dn paxao)

Buiaqg auibewiued | ‘YNaIIp 1S S SpiemisleusAs 18uUo

-sud JjasAw Buipuly Jo Aljigissod ayi Jo ybnouyl Jaasu pey

| 8|doad asay) Bunssw alojag ‘yreap Yyum snowAuouAs ueyl

Jayio BuiyiAue se uosidanIaduod 10U PIN0I | "yieap ueyl
JaY10 ‘wopaaly jo ade|d ayl ayel pjnod Buiyiou ‘aw 10} Sy

afjaiyifiana anoge :aziseydwa

1SNW | puy SBYIAIana anoge wopaalj o) Buibuo| e pue

uol|jagaJ Jo wds sjgeliwopul ue pey |e sisiuobeloid syl

"alow Bulyiawos [eanal Aoyl aAala( | asneoaaq pjol 8q 0] 9AISS

-ap Aay1 1nqg ‘ana ‘saimuaape bBuljjliyl Jo sauss e 1snl alom
Asguols adeasa Jiay) Ag panow Ajdasp sem | JanemoH

Aem umo 11ays ul pasiydosojiyd pue Aldaap

alow amy| e sbuiyy ol Juam Aayl sswnawos ybnoy ‘aw 01

pawaas Aay) 0S 1Se3| 1 ‘[eIALll puR SNOJOAL Ajfensn alam suon

-BSJaAUOD JIBYBIN0OY pue sinoy lapijioue 01 19algns auo

woyj Buidwnl 'SAVMTY SY'NO Q3144VO AFHL ANV



0ct

Janau ‘reydn aAIb Janau pjnom Aayl ingAressadau Ji ||IY
pInom Asy 11 1o} aip pinom Asy1Aydosojiyd Jisyp ‘sl jo
Aem 11ay) adedsa pue uoljjagal apew pey Aayos Buiop uo
daay pjnom Aayl pue sawin Auew padeoss pey Aayl urebe
pue urelbg|66nns 01 panunuod Aayl dn anlb upip Aay
g "uosud ul 3o awes ayl dn papus wayl Jo ||V
‘Buipiy
SeMm ay alaym euojadregd ul Buip|ing ay) pawols SO39 ayl
/2 1aquiadaq uQ "XIs Jaquinu a1 dn papua ybis JaquinN
"9||IA8S Ul uoiels sngge ad1jod 18A0D
Japun Ag [01u09 e Bunnp gz 1snbBnwyio [|9) ual JaquinN
‘odeoso siy Jaye sAep usayl doys
B JO 1IN0 Buiwod sem ay Se palsalle Sem aA|aM] JaquinN
‘wiy 1e unb e pajulod pue
wiy Jo snoloidsns 106 01 paues dod aiyen yiem 1sapidnis
3y} ul T Jaqwialdas uo elalln ul palsalle Sem Jnoy JaquinN

'SOJ9 8yl Ag pawliols sem Buiply ul sem ay alaym epeueio

Granada where he was in hiding was stormed by the GEOS.

Number four was arrested in Utrera on September 1 in the
stupidest wayA traffic cop garted to get suspicious of him
and pointed a gun at him.

Number twelve was arrested as he was coming out of a
shop fifteen days after his escape.

Number ten fell ougust 28 during a control by under
cover police at bus station in Seville.

Number eight ended up like number six. On December 27
the GEOS stormed the building in Barcelona where he was
hiding.

All of them ended up the same wéack in prison. But
they didnt give up.They continued to strugglé&gain and
again.They had escaped many times and they would keep
on doing soThey had made rebellion and escape their way
of life, their philosophyThey would die for itThey would
kill if necessaryBut they would never give uphat, never
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THE GREA MARATHON
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I run and the sun follows me
up hill, down dale,

my feet ag cut and bleeding
my saliva dried up long ago.
| run night and day

I no longer contol my legs
lifting up my head

| see the horizon far away
there are still many uphill slopes to go.
But | know | must continue,
that | cant wilt,

| must keep on running,
they cart catch me.

I am running to feedom,

I'm the best unner

the first, thee’s no change,
this is my marathon.

| started by jumping sm the wall
of what was my prison,
there | rose up,

but the pad is long,

the marathon doesrénd.
Everybody is chasing me,

if someone overtakes me

123

ect

3l S9XBLBA0 dU0BWOS JI
‘aw Buiseyo sI ApogAiong
‘pPUSUSA0pP uoylesew ayl

‘Buoj sI pea ay1 1nq

‘dn asal | alvy)

‘uosud Aw sem jeym Jo

[rem ayr wg buidwinl Ag pauels |
‘uoylerew Aw si siyl

‘abueyd ou sasy) ‘1.1 8yl
jauuni1saq ay) w|

‘wopaaj 01 Buluuru we |

"aw Yyoyeo ued Aayl

‘Buruunl uo daay 1snwi |

Im Jued | yey)

‘anunuod 1snw | mouy | Ing

‘0B 01 sadojs |jIydn Auew ||ns are alsy)
Aeéme Iej uoziioy ay) 9ss |

peay Aw dn Bunyj

sbo| Aw |@uo9 1abuoj ou |

Aep pue 1ybiu uni |

‘obe Buo| dn paLp ealjes Aw
Buipaalqg pue 1N @k 193] Aw
‘arep umop ‘|iiy dn

aW SMOJ|0} UNS 8y} pue uni |



174"

‘Buidaals 1noyum 1sowje

‘9sua] SaAlau pue

yinow Aw ulyeay Aw Yyipn

‘puiyaqg Bunjoo| shkempe

punge Buyoo| skemje

‘1SB0} 9|ge uaa( JusAey |

Buiuuni payels | a2uUIS

1 &ew JaAau ||| pue

uoyretew Buoj Aan e s

‘uIm 01 Bulob 1ou w,| |93} |

pan 186 | urebe ing

ybneo aq J|IaSAW 13| LUOM |
JauurKjuo ay1 w,| ‘sureys ou are avY |
A} ougls 199) AW pue

urebe dn Bunds |

(WY 81 ‘wiy 106 8A3M,,

:90UBISIP 8y Ul SBJI0A Jeay |
‘Buiuuni dois 01 Juem |

J3N0 puey 0} Juem |

‘UMOP |[e} J|oSAW 18] 01 JUeM |

186uo| Aue 11 axew,ued pue paln w|
‘punae 00| 0} dBYM WY IN0BPIY B paau |
‘}sa 0} paau |

‘aw uo dn Buinb ae sba| AN

‘'Spua adel Aw

my race ends.

My legs ae giving up on me,

| need to est,

| need a hideout &@m whee to look aound.
I'm tired and cart’’make it any longer
| want to let myself fall down,

| want to hand over

| want to stop running.

| hear voices in the distance:
“We've got him, is him!”

| spring up again

and my feet starto fly.

Thee are no chains, I'm the onlyunner
| wont let myself be caught.

But again | get tied

| feel I'm not going to win.

It's a vey long marathon

and I'll never make it

Since | started running

| havent been able toest,

always looking asund

always looking behind.

With my heat in my mouth

and nerves tense,

almost without sleeping,
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I'll always be an outcast,
in prison and in the stet
always like a loser

I'll only be free

for as long as my marathon continues.

Antonio VazquezvVazquez
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